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PREFACE. 

T  THINK  myfelf  obliged  to  the  Public 
for  the  confidence  and  encouragement  they 
have  beftowed  on  me,  iince  I  made  them  a 
tender  of  my  fervices  in  the  former  edition  of 
my  critical  enquiry  into  the  nature  and  cure  of 
Urethral  complaints ;  by  which  I  am  flattered 
that  a  fteady  and  diligent  perfeverance  to  any 
particular  object  in  any  profeffion,  will  meet 
with  a  due  return  ;  and  they  judge  wifely  who 
have  faid,  that  to  arrive  to  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  any  fingle  branch  in  fcience,  is  of  more  ufe 
to  fociety  than  a  general  fmattering  in  the 
whole.    Not  that  I  wim  the  profeffion  mould 
be    fubdivided  ;   but  I  affert  that  it  is  com- 
mendable in  any  one,  where  he  finds  a  defect 
and  obfcurity  in  a  part  of  any  one  branch, 
there  to  employ  his  whole  force  of  attention, 
and  to  fupply  the  deficiency  by  minute  appli- 
cation and  obfervation.    This  will  be  a  means 
of  encreafing  the  power  and  importance  of  the 
whole.    Surgery  has  undergone  many  revolu- 
tions ;  but  notwithstanding  the  vaif  ftride  to 
perfection  that  has  been  made  in  it  within 
thefe  fifty  years,  there  are  many  inftances  where 
the  profefTor  can  only  be  a  companionate  fpec- 
tator  of  an  incurable  cafe,  his  knowledge  but 
ferves  him  to  draw  the  melancholy  conclufion 
that  fo  far  can  he  go,  but  no  farther.    Here  is 
the  inroad  by  which  ignorant  pretenders  creep 
into  a  community.    They  make  their  attack 
upon  the  minds  of  the  incurables,  the  credulous, 
and  the  defponding,  and  like  leeches,  never 
quit  their  hold  until  they  have  drained  the  con- 
ftitution  with  the  purfe.    It  is  aftonifhin*  to 
me  how  men  in  their  fenfes  can  apply  to  fuch  ] 
have  they  a  greater  claim  to  fcience  or  litera- 
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ture  who  have  ftudied  neither? — is  there  more 
fecurity  in  applying  to  a  foreigner  that  we 
know  not  of,  than  to  one  whole  education  we 
may  be  informed  of? — whole  connections  we 
may  learn  ? — Is  it  likely  that  an  adventurer  ofno 
fortune  will  deal  out  his  fervices  cheaper  than 
onefurrounded  by  his  family  and  friends?and  that 
has  every  obligation  to  behoneft  ?  From  whence 
arifes  this  prevailing  quackery  ? — thefe  flocks  of 
adventurers  ?  It  is  becaufe  a  regular  educated 
man,  graduated  in  his  profeffion  through  all  its 
extenlive  and  expentive  ftages,  fears  to  ftand 
forth  leaft  he  be  ranked  in  the  fame  clafs  with 
thofe  I  have  been  defcribing.  I  could  dwell 
longer  upon  this  evil,  becaufe  I  have  feen  its 
effect :  Yet  fome  of  thefe  are  countenanced  by 
maginrates  and  editors. 

With  regard  to  the  antiquity  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  in  this  country,  I  am  perfuaded  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is  to  be  traced  as  far  back  as  there 
are  vellum  manufcripts  treating  of  phylick  to 
be  produced  ;  but  as  it  is  a  matter  of  rather  inge- 
nious enquiry  than  ufeful,  I  mall  not  here  en- 
ter into  the  requifite  proofs  for  this  my  opinion, 
but  refer  the  minute  refearcher  to  two  letters 
concerning  the  antiquity  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
by  Mr.  William  Becket,  furgeon,  F.  R.  S.  to 
Dr.  William  Wagftaffe,  and  by  him  communi- 
cated to  the  Royal  Society.  He  will  find  there 
that  the  authorities  of  John  Ardenand  Thomas 
Gafcoigne,  are  too  ftrong  for  any  incredulity  to 
overturn  ;  the  latter  of  whom  was  Chancellor 
of  Oxford,  in  the  year  1430.  Any  quotation 
from  thefe  two  valuable  letters  would-be  de- 
ftroying  a  mafterly  compofition ;  they  may  be 
found  by  turning  to  No.  357,  and  No.  365,  in 
Philofophical  Tranfactions. 


A 

CRITICAL  ENQ.UIRY 

INTO  THE 

ANCIENT  and  MODERN  MANNER 

Of  TREATING  THE   DISEASES  OF  THE 

URETHRA. 


X  HE  difeafes  of  the  Urethra  have  been  fince 
the  introduction  of  the  Gonorrhoea  into  Europe, 
productive  of  fvich  alarming  confequences  to  the 
patients,  and  brought  on  them  fuch  fcenes  of 
mifery  and  diftreis,  as  the  fufferer  alone  is  equal  to 
defcribe.  Many  of  the  ancients  exerted  their  en- 
deavours to  remove  the  dreadful  fymptoms  attend- 
ing a  fuppreflion  of  urine,  but  unfortunately  the 
remedies  they  laid  down  carried  a  terror  with 
them  equal  to  the  difeafe.  The  torture  of  a 
cauftic  blindly  applied  up  the  urinal  canal,  the 
hcemorrhages  brought  on  by  rudely  piercing  the 
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obftruction,  the  fpafms  excited  from  violent  irri- 
tations, bcfides  other  imprudencies,  even  to  pene- 
trating the  partition  betwixt  the  urethra  and 
anus,  are  proceedings,  which  boldnefs  itfelf  could 
not  authorize,  and  humanity  forbade.  From  the 
earliefb  hour  of  thefe  difeafes  to  the  prefent  day, 
the  Surgeon  has  been  obliged  to  rely  on  his  own 
ingenuity,  and  to  proceed  in  the  dark,  for  want 
of  fufficient  precedented  rules  to  direct  him  in 
effecting  a  cure.  The  Bougie  is  talked  of  as  a 
remedy  in  general  terms ;  there  is  no  doubt  but 
it  is  a  remedy,  and  a  very  radical  one,  when  once 
the  grand  object  is  furmounted,  that  of  getting 
over  the  obftructions  in  the  Urethra,  and  of 
gaining  a  paflage  into  the  bladder.  It  is  to 
effect  this  where  the  Surgeon  is  often  bewildered 
and  difappointed,  at  a  period  when  his  credit  and 
reputation  is  eminently  at  ftake.  This  difficulty 
arifes  from  an  error  in  the  prefent  general 
practice,  wherefore  not  all  the  opportunities 
that  hofpitals  afford,  have  as  yet  enabled  the 
practitioner  to  act  with  a  degree  of  confident 
authority,  or  have  they  ferved  to  remove  that  myfte- 
rious  veil  that  at  prefent  obfcures  the  application 
of  the  bougie.    It  is  one  thing  to  glide  it  up  a 
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fmooth  found  Urethra,  and  another  to  overcome 

obftruction  after  obftruction ;  and  who  will  fay, 

where  there  is  a  callous  ftri6hire  or  carnofity  clofe 
to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  how  long  the  bougie 

will  be  gaining  a  pafTage  over  it,  or  that  it  will  be 
made  to  pafs  at  all  ?  It  mall  be  my  tafk  to  endeavor 
in  this  Treatife  to  remove  the  difficulty  of  the  firft 
introduction  of  the  bougie,  which  I  hope  will  he 
a  means  of  drawing  the  attention  of  others  to  a 
vigorous  perfeverance  in  overcoming  a  complaint 
the  moft  diftreffing  to  the  furgeon,  the  moll  danger- 
ous to  the  patient.    Almoft  every  author,  who  has 
treated  of  the  Urinal  Obftruction,  hath  agreed  to 
its  being  brought  on  in  general  from  a  former 
virulent  Gonorrhoea,  though  there  is  no  reafon  to 
doubt  but  that  exceptions  may  be  found  to  the 
contrary,  rare  as  they  are ;  befides  the  lodgement 
of  ftone  or  gravel,  the  Urethra  is  liable  to  other 
difeafesj  the  wonder  is  that  they  are  not  more 
common,  when   one  confiders   the  delicacy  of 
its  ftructure  and  the  number  of  glands  of  which  it 
is  compofed.  Many  reafons  are  affigned  for  the 
obftructions  produced  through  a  former  virulent 
gonorrhoea :  The  advocates  for  a  cure  by  injections 
condemn  the  treatment  of  thofe  who  by  rejecting 
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topical  applications,  fpin  out  the  diforder  beyond  a 
rcafonable  time,  by  which  the  canal  becomes  relaxed, 
the  excretory  ducts  yield  an  encreafed  dilcharge, 
or  ulcers  are  formed  on  the  orifices  of  them,  or 
ftrictures  from  the  callous  edges  of  thefe  ulcers, 
which  remain  even  after  they  heal,  or  caruncles, 
or  bands  croffing  the  Urethra,  or  the  other  train 
of  fymptoms  hereafter  to  be  defcribed.  On  the 
other  hand,  thofe  who  deny  the  fafety  of  a  cure 
by  injections,  recoil  the  blame  thrown  upon  them, 
by  afferting  that  the  urinal  cataitrophe  derives  its 
origin  from  injections  varioufly  compounded,  and 
at-various  ftages  applied  -}  by  denying  the  propriety 
of  offering  any  fort  to  fo  delicate  a  part  as  the 
Urethra  naturally  is,  made  more  fo  by  the  ftate 
of  inflammation  it  then  undergoes,  when  even  an 
injection  of  warm  water  excites  pain,  and  when 
whatever  may  tend  fpecifkally  to  deftroy  the  virus,t 
muft  deftroy  its  own  effect  by  heightening  the  in- 
flammation. On  my  part,  I  do  not  wifli  to  feek 
a  difpute  with  either  party,  and  can  readily  con- 
ceive that  the  urinal  obstruction  may  be  originated 
as  well  from  the  bad  treatment  on  the  one  fide  as 
from  the  other.  In  a  relaxed  habit,  violent  purgings, 
Ibleeding,  and  other  evacuations,  will  not,  in  my 
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judgement,  radically  cure,  no  more  than  injections 
thrown  up  at  the  higheft  ftate  of  inflammation, 
both  means  will  be  ineffectual,  if  not  very  perni* 
cious.    Where  the  fubject  is  languid,  the  circula- 
tion dull,  the  pulfe  low  and  creeping,  who  would 
not  wifely  encounter  prejudices,  and  give  the  bark, 
as  well  as  mercurials  in  fuch  a  ftate  ?  Or  again, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  one  fort  of  injection  is  fafe 
at  any  time  (of  which  I  believe  few  doubt)  it 
muft  be  either  at  the  immediate  appearance  of  the 
gonorrhceal  fymptoms,  before  they  have  extended 
their  influence  over  the  canal,  and  by  a  coup  de 
main,  as  it  were,  deftroying  the  caufe  before  the 
effects  can  come  on :  Or  another  fort,  when  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms  arefubdued,  there  remains 
a  difcharge  of  pus,  or  an  incontinence  of  urine, 
both  which  will  often  obtain,  under  the  hands  of 
the  moft  fkilful  and  confcientious  practitioners. 
But  how  much  foever  I  am  convinced  that  the 
diforders  of  the  Urethra  often  fpring  from  a 
wrong  treatment,  either  by  medicines  received  into 
the  conftitution,  or  by  topical  applications  im- 
properly exhibited     yet,  I  believe,  all  will  con-, 
cur   with   me  in    afiigning   another   caufe  for 
thofe    evils,    and   perhaps   which   is  greater 

than 
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than  either,  or  both  the  others.    The  generality 

of  thofe  who  catch  a  gonorrhoea,  are  fubjects  of 
a  very  libidinous  turn,  given  to  drinking  and  de- 
baucheries :  They  look  upon  the  time  they  un- 
dergo in  their  cure  as  a  greater  hardfliip,  in  being 
reftri&ed  from  their  pleafures,  than  in  the  real 
differing  they  feel  from  the  difeafe  itfelf.  They  ap- 
ply to  their  furgeon,  receive  relief,  the  ardor  urinae, 
chordee,  and  other  inflammatory  fymptoms  abated, 
trufting  to  a  good  conftitution  for  perfecting  the 
reft,  they  return  to  their  pleafurable  purfuits,  as 
the  gouty  fubject  to  his  fauces,  after  having  over- 
came a  fit  •,  nay,  there  are  many  men  of  pleafure, 
about  this  town,  who  make  a  fyringe  a  part  of 
their  pocket  equipage,  and  who  undertake  to  lay 
their  own  plan  of  future  mifery :  And  here  let 
me  obferve,  that  I  know  of  no  argument  fo  ftrong 
againft  the  ufe  of  injections,  as  that  of  the  furgeon 
not  being  able  to  anfwer  for  the  regularity  of  his 
patient  during  the  ufe  of  them.  It  is  not  in  hu- 
man (kill  to  guard  againft  the  evils  that  muft  fol- 
low to  injections,  when  the  patient  is  continually 
keeping  up  a  ftimulus  and  irritation  on  the  parts, 
by  drinking  hard,  feeding  without  reftramt,  fitting 
late  at  nights,  and  repeating  his  converfe  with  wo- 
men, be  they  found  or  difeafed.  ^ 


( if ). 

I  come  now  to  give  a  fhort  anotomical  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  urinal  canal,  in  order  to  form  a  more 
diftinct  and  clear  idea  of  thofe  feveral  obftruftions, 
which,  when  formed,  eaufe  a  fuppreffion  of  the 
urine,  often  divert  the  ftream  of  it,  and  by  which  it 
makes  a  way  through  fome  fiftulous  channel,  con- 
tinually laying  wafte  and  committing  deftruction 
on  the  parts  along  its  unnatural  rout.  The  infide 
of  the  urinal  canal,  is  covered  by  an  exquifite  fine 

and  delicate  membrane,  very  fufceptible,  and  full  of 
capillary  blood- velfels ;  on  the  furface  of  this 
membrane  are  found  a  great  many  little  orifices, 
oblong,  known  generally  by  the  name  of  lacunae, 
various  in  their  fizes.  Thefe  lacunas  are  the  ex- 
cretory ducts  of  as  many  fmall  glands  fpread  up 
and  down  the  urethral  fubftance.  They  pafs  into 
the  fpungy  fubftance  of  the  Urethra  to  the  convex 
fide  of  the  internal  urethral  membrane,  and  open 
obliquely  from  behind  forward,  into  the  great 
canal.  Their  edges  are  of  a  femi-lunar  or  crefcent 
form,  on  account  of  their  oblique  opening.  There 
are  two  of  thefe  lacunas,  defcribed  by  Morgagni, 
which  are  more  considerable  than  the  reft,  fituated 
near  the  glans  penis,  the  one  under  the  frcenum,  the 
Other  near  the  foffula  naviculars.    The  gland 
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near  the  frcenum,  I  have  often  fcen  inflame  and  come 
to  fuppuration,  difcharging  itfelf  externally  by  two 
orifices  on  each  fide  of  the  frcenum.  Farther 
up  in  the  Urethra,  there  are  three  confiderable 
lacunas  defcribed  by  that  ingenious  and  minute 
refearcher  Cowper  ;  two  of  thefe  lacunas  or  ducts 
make  a  confiderable  rout  through  the  fpungy  fub* 
ftance  of  the  Urethra,  directing  their  courfe  to 
two  glandular  bodies  the  fize  of  a  horfe  bean,  of 
an  oval  figure,  flat,  and  fituated  on  the  two  con- 
vex fides  of  the  fpungy  urethral  fubftance  near 
the  ends  of  the  crura  penis";  thefe  two  glands  are 
covered  entirely  by  the  mufcles,  called  accelera- 
tores  urinae-,  the  third  duel:  leads  to  a  gland  fmaller 
than  the  two  defcribed,  placed  in  the  fpungy  fub- 
ftance of  the  Urethra,  near  the  curvature,  which 
the  canal  defcribes  under  the  pubis,  and  often 
opens  by  two  orifices  in  the  Urethra  :  In  the  cavity 
of  the  Urethra,  towards  its  extremity,  from  with- 
out, inwards,  feveral  things  offer  very  effential, 
and  that  demand  our  ftricteft  attention.  The 
proftratae  imply  a  plurality  of  glands,  though 
only  one  in  reality,  of  a  fhape  like  a  cheftnut, 
fituated  between  the  bulbous  part  of  the  Urethra 
and  bladder,  having  its  bafis  towards  the  bladder, 

and 
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and  apex  towards  the  Urethra  ;  it  yields  a  limpid 
glutinous  fecretion  which'  is  conveyed  into  the 
Urethra  by  feveral  excretory  ducts.  At  the  bottom 
of  the  urethral  canal,  lying  within  the  proftrate, 
and  near  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  an  oblong  ovular 
eminence  offers,  terminating  forward  in  a  point, 
called    caput    gallinaginis,    or  verumontanum. 
This  portion  of  fubftance  is  commonly  perforated 
by  one,  fometimes  two  or  three  orifices,  which  are 
the  excretory  duels  of  the  veficuls  feminales,  there 
is  a  valve  to  each  of  thefe  excretory  ducts.  The 
veficulas  feminales  are  two  bodies  appearing,  like 
little  bladders,  fituated  under  the  bladder  of  urine, 
and  on  each  fide  the  proftrate,  each  of  them  can  be 
drawn  into  one  fingle  duel: :  They  difcharge  into 
the  Urethra,  by  the  orifice,  or  Orifices,  above-menti- 
oned, on  the  fide  of  the  caput  gallinaginis,  or  veru- 
montanum.    In  fearching  into  antiquity  for  the 
origin  of  this  difeafe,  I  find  the  ancients  give  the 
date  of  the  urethral  obftrucYions,  not  immediately 
after  the  firft  appearance  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea. 
In  the  Venetian  collection  of  the  feveral  writers  on 
the  venereal  difeafe,  in  which  are  included  no  lefs 
than  fifty  nine  authors,  the  moft  ancient  of  all 
is  Nicolaus  Leonicenus,  of  Vicentia,  Anno  1497, 
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an  author,  who  lived  at  the  period  of  the  firft  intro- 
duction of  i  his  difeafe  into  Europe,  by  Columbus's 
fleet,  and  two  years  before  the  ficge  of  Naples. 
There  are  from  his  time  of  publication  to  that  of 
Johannes  Baptifta  Montanus,  no  lefs  than  thirty- 
three  authors,  who  wrote  on  the  (lime  diforder,  and 
are  yet  filent  in  thedefcription  either  of  a  gonorrhoea, 
or  any  other  difeafe  of  the  Urethra.    This  Johan- 
nes Baptifta  Mtfntanus,  of  Verona,  wrote  on  the 
Lues  Venerea,  in  the  year  1550,  and  fpeaks  of  a 
gonorrhoea,  which  appeared  among  many  other 
venereal  fymptoms,  on  a  German  nobleman,  who 
had  put  himfelf  under  his  care.    After  him,  to  the 
time  of  Alexander  Trojanus  Petronius,  of  Caftile, 
who  wrote  on  the  venereal  difeafe,  in  the  year  1565, 
there  appears  in  this   collection  no  mention  of 
difeafes  in  the  Urethra,  although  there  are  nineteen 
authors,  whofe  productions  are  dated  betwixt  the 
former   and  latter   period.     This  author  fays, 
"  When  a  fupprefiion  of  urine  is  occafioned  by  the 
"  ulcerous  fordities,  or  a  caruncle  in  the  Urethra, 
"  emollient  and  detergent  injections  mult  be  ufed. 
"  All  very  fharp  things  are  to  be  avoided,  and 
"  even  the  ufe  of  thofe  that  are  but  moderately 
"  acrimonious  is  not  to  be  long  continued.    In  the 
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«  meantime,  while  the  urinary  paffage  remains  ob- 
"  ftru&ed,  all  attempts  made  by  diuretics  topromote 
«'  the  expulfion  of  urine  are  very  dangerous.  If  in- 
"  jeftions  have  been  ufcd  to  no  purpofe,  the 
"  Urethra  muft  be  cleared  by  a  wax-candle  or 
"  fome  fuch  inftrument.  In  cafe  of  a  caruncle, 
"  gentle  corrofives  are  to  be  introduced  in  a  dry 
"  form,  or  by  injection,  fuch  as  one  fcruple  of 
"  precipitate,  with  two  ounces  of  barley-water. 
"  This  is  an  effectual  remedy  in  fuch  a  cafe,  and 
"  operates  with  the  leaft  pain  of  any  corrofive  that 
"  I  know  of.  *  The  idea  this  writer  had  of  the 
difeafe  of  the  Urethra,  and  the  mode  of  treatment 
he  laid  down,  perhaps,  when  the  reader  comes 
candidly  to  confider,  it  will  not  be  found  to  vary 
much  from  the  prefent  ufage,  however  diftant  that 
period  was,  and  however  unexperienced  the  practi- 
oner  muft  have  been  at  the  firft  appearance  of  a 
fymptom  totally  foreign,  and  to  elucidate  the 
defcription  of  which  no  light  had  hitherto  been 
thrown.  Ambrofe  Parry  defcribes  the  caruncle 
to  be  generated  either  in  confequence  of  a  fharp 
acrimonious  humour,  flowing  from  the  proftrate, 
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or  by  a  venereal  infection,  feparating  their  treat- 
ment  and  manner  of  cure  ;  in  order  to  remove  the 
firft  obftacle,  he  adviies  a  total  abftinence  from 
vinery,  cautions  againffc  acrid  corroding  injedtions, 
and  depends  on  the  cure  by  emollients  in  the  fhape 
of  fomentations,  unctions,  and  fumigations  •,  and 
by  inducing  the  caruncle  to  bleed,  by  repeatedly 
palling  up  the  catheter.    But  if  it  be  occafioned  by 
the  malignity  of  the  lues  venerea,  he  fays,  that  the 
furgeon  will  lofe  his  labour,  if  the  patient  does  not 
obferve  a  diet,  fuch  as  is  prefcribed  to  thofe  in  the 
lues  venerea,  taking  internally  the  Guaicum,  and 
anointing  the  perinceum  and  whole  yard  v/ith  the 
antivenereal  ointment*    (Of  the  necefhty  of  anti- 
venereal  remedies  taken  internally,  for  diforders  in 
the  Urethra,  I  mail  fpeak  hereafter.)    He  begins 
his  attack  upon  the  caruncle  by  lacerating  with 
a   fliarp-pointed   filver  wire,    concealed  in  the 
catheter,  and  pafied  up  the  Urethra,    and  by 
afterwards   applying  fuch   topical    remedies  as 
may  affect  a  cure  by  deltroying  the  fungus,  ali 
tending  to  a  cauftic  quality.    He  defcribes  the 
method  ufed  by  the  furgeons,  at  MontpeJier,  who 
prepared  a  corrofive  ointment,  fpread  over  very 
fine  rags,  wrapped  it  about  a  wax-candle,  and 
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thrufted  it  into  the  Urethra.    They  afterwards 
drew  out  the  candle,  and  left  the  end  of  the  rag 
hanging  out  of  the  penis.    Others  made  a  wax- 
candle  very  (lender,  but  with  a  ftiff  wick,  the  end 
of  which  was  medicated  with  efcarotics,  which  was 
worn  until  the  caruncle  was  confumed.    Alfo  rods 
of  lead  thruft  into  the  paflage  as  thick  as  it  would 
fuffer,  which  fejved  to  dilate  it,  and  keep  the 
.    ulcers  from  corrupting  each  other :  Thefe  rods  of 
lead  were  befmeared  with  quickfilver,  and  kept  in 
day  and  night.    Laftly  epulotick-injecliions,  for 
drying  away  any  humidity  that  diftilled  from  the 
penis.    Wifeman,  who  was  fergeant  furgeon  to 
King  Charles  the  Second,  treats  very  largely  on  the 
difeafe  of  the  Urethra,  and  has  been  particularly 
attended  to  by  moft  of  the  Englilh  authors,  who 
have  wrote  fince  his  time  on  the  lues  venerea. 
There  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  this  man  took  a 
great  deal  of  pains  to  improve  the  art  of  furgery 
in  general ;  he  was  efteemed  and  imitated  by  his 
cotemporaries,  and  recommended  to  pofterity  as 
the  beft  Englifh  chirurgical  writer  at  that  time, 
barbarous  as  he  was.    Unfortunately  for  him,  he 
fets  out  wrong,  and  defines  a  virulent  gonorrhoea  to 
to  be  an  involuntary  emiffion  of  feed,  occafioned  by 
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venom  contracted  from  an  unclean  woman:  I 
know,  fays  he,  with  a  cunning  fort  of  aflurance, 
"  That  Bartholinus  hath  made  a  gonorrhoea  to  be 
"  nothing  elfe  but  an  ulcer  of  the  proftrate,  which 
"  opinion  is  fufficiently  confuted  by  Dr.  Wharton, 
"  who  gives  him  the  infoluble  objection  of  the 
"  tumour  of  the  tefticles,  which  happeneth  always 
"  upon  the  untimely  flopping  of  it."  Then  he 
throws  in  an  old  proverb,  "  By  the  pounding  up  of 
"  the  water,  it  is  eafy  to  find  which  way  current 
"  came."  I  own  the  laft  obfervation  to  be  a  di- 
grefiion,  and  foreign  to  my  purpofe  •,  but  I  was 
ftruck  with  the  abfurdity  of  his  theory,  and  could 
not  help  paying  it  the  compliment  he  has  done  to 
Bartholinus's.  One  would  have  thought  it  might 
have  been  puzzling  to  this  author  to  have  devifed 
a  caufe  for  the  urethral  obftrufrions,  as  he  had  at 
the  firft  onfet  given  a  fallacious  defcription  of  the 
virulent  gonorrhoea  j  but  his  ingenuity  in  fome 
meafure  makes  attonement  for  his  errors,  and  how- 
ever wrong  he  was  in  the  caufe,  his  definition  of 
the  effect  at  leaft  marks  him  as  a  man  for  refources. 
He  afcribes  the  difeafes  of  the  Urethra  to  a  caruncle 
and  carnofity,  and  makes  the  latter  to  be  a  confe- 
quence  from  the  neglect  of  the  former.    He  fays, 

"  Canuncles 


«  Canuncles  are  a  fort  of  loofe  Bern  arifing  in  the 
«  Urethra,  frequently  in  the  time  of  a  gonorrhoea, 
"  by  reafon  of  an  errofion  made  by  that  virulent  and 
«  acrid  matter  •,  but  if  (lays  he)  at  any  early  ftage 
«  the  cure  be  neglected,  fome  drops  of  urine,  or  in 
"  coitii,  the  feed  remaining  amongft  thefe  caruncles 
"  heateth  the  part,  and  increafeth  their  growth,  and 
"  not  only  renders  them  callous,  but  at  length  the 
"  whole  ductus,  and  then  it  is  called  a  carnofity, 
"  which  ftraitening  the  pafiage,  ftops  the  virulent 
"  matter  in  its  motion,  whereby  it  is  forced  back  to 
"  the  feminals,  in  which  cafe  the  tefticles  for  the 
"  moil  part  do  fuffer." 

This  great  author  defcribes  with  difficulty  the 
urethral  obftructions,  as  if  he  really  felt  an  imper- 
fection in  accounting  for  them    the  obfervations 
are  related  like  a  communication  of  what  he  is 
rather  doubtful  of  the  propriety,  than  as  thofe 
that  give  an  alfurance  of  a  doctrine,  juftifiable, 
and  warranted  by  reafon :  If  he  could  not  over- 
come the  obftructions,  by  means  of  a  wax  candle 
and  emollients,  he  conveyed  cauftics  to  the  part, 
by  means  of  a  canula :  If  after  overcoming  one 
obftruction,  another  offered;,  and  the  canula  could 
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not  pafs  up  to  it,  he  made  ufe  of  the  leaden  probe, 
in  his  own  words,  "  he  anointed  firft,  patted  the 
cs  probe  up  to  the  caruncle,  and  then  by  preffing 
"  on  it,  broke  it  off-,  you  muft  expect,  fays  he, 
"  a  bleeding,  and  it  is  not  done  without  pain, 
"  the  Urethra  being  of  exquifite  fenfe  ;  that  pain 
"  is  fometimes  accompanied  with  rigor  and  fever : 
"  If  a  flux  of  a  virulent  matter  be  accompanying 
"  the  ftranguria,  the  laft  remedy  is  falivation." 
The  fame  author  recites  afterwards  many  cafes, 
fome  of  which  terminated  happily,  though  amongft 
them  there  were  feverities  put  in  practice,  which  at 
this  time  would  not  altogether  have  been  thought 
warrantable  ;  particularly  the  cafe  in  his  tenth  ob- 
fervation,  where  his  friend,  Mr.  Edward  Mullins, 
and  he  dilated  the  Urethra,  throughout  the  whole 
paffage  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  to  no  purpofe, 
as  the  urine  never  afterwards  palled  per  urethram, 
but  flowed  from  a  puncture,  made  previous  to  this 
general  operation,  in  perinceo,  clofe  to  the  neck 
of  the  bladder.  I  mall  not  attempt  to  defcant 
upon  the  theory  and  manner  Mr.  Wifeman 
treated  the  difeafes  of  the  Urethra;  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  at  fuch  a  date,  as  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  fecond,  that  we  have  fo  exict  a  mode  laid 
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down  by  one  who  appears  to  have  been  in  full 
practice,  and  whofe  merit,  one  would  prefume, 
had  elevsted  him  to  a  fphere  where  he  profited  from 
the  beams  of  royal  favour.  It  is  a  certain  fact, 
as  the  art  of  furgery  in  general  improves,  the 
feverities  of  it  are  foftened  ;  and  we  hope, 
that  a  ftill  lefs  demand  will  be  made  for  in- 
ftruments,  as  it  advances  further  to  perfection. 
In  all  countries  where  the  arts  and  fciences 
have  arrived  to  a  degree  of  excellence,  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  them  has  been  founded  upon  the  candour  of 
their  ancient  refearchers  ;  they  have  been  as  much 
indebted  to  thofe  who  have  related  their  mifcar- 
riages,  in  any  fort  of  attempt  to  the  improvement 
of  knowledge,  as  where  the  fuccefs  of  others  hath 
proved  exemplary,  by  opening  a  path  for  the 
advancement  of  an  art  whereby  it  has  with  rapidity 
arrived  to  eminence.  The  man  of  genius  not  only 
makes  an  allowance  for  the  defects  of  his  anceftors, 
but  turns  them  to  his  advantage,  as  the  traveller, 
who  is  deftined  to  a  certain  fpot,  confults  with  his 
map,  in  order,  by  a  comparifon  of  the  different 
routs,  to  make  choice  of  that  which  is  the  moft 
pleafant,  and  gives  him  the  readieft  difpatch : 
Their  errors  ft  and  as  marks  of  caution  to  the  in- 
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quircr,  as  the  rocks  in  the  chart  do  to  the  mariner, 
not  to  be  followed,  but  avoided.  I  would  wifh  to 
make  an  eternal  diftin&ion  in  criticifm,  betwixt 
the  man  that  gives  a  hiftory  of  plain  truths,  free 
of  finifter  views  and  deceptions,  and  him  that  en-  . 
deavours  to  charm  you  into  a  perfuafion,  omits 
the  inconveniencies  attending  his  theory,  and 
praifes  it  not  becaufe  praife  mould  follow  but  by 
an  impofition  attaching  a  merit  to  it,  in  order  that 
it  may,  be  more  generally  adopted,  and  to  anfwer  a 
purpofe  as  mercenary  as  wicked. 

That  learned  and  great  refearcher  into  the  human 
machine,  Boerhaave,  throughout  his  preface  to 
the  Aphrodifiacus,  appears  to  beftruckwith  afton- 
■  ifiiment  at  the  hydra-headed   fymptoms  of  the 
lues  venerea  in  general,  but  he  paints  his  prog- 
-noftics  from  no  part  more  tragical  than  that  of  the 
confequences  of  obftrudions  in  the  Urethra.  The 
abilities,  greatnefs  of  ingenuity,  and  indefatigable 
attention  of  this  truly  famous  phyfician  want  no 
panygyrift,  his  works  are  the  beft,  they  fpeak  for 
themfelves,.  his  candour  was  above  all  intercft,  he 
pointed  his  Ihafts  at  every  thing  that  was  hurtful 
to  the  animal  body,  and  if  they  were  now  and  then 
\  glanced 
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glanced  awry,  we  may  truly  fay  of  him  as  the  phiW* 
fophers  do  of  Des  Cartes,  that  he  was  great  even  in 
his  errors.    He  makes  four  fpecies  of  gonorrhoea, 
of  what  we  now-a-days  would  term  one,  only  at- 
tended  by  aggravated  fymptoms  of  virulency, 
produced  on  the  Urethra  by  time,  neglect,  bad 
management,  &c.  "  There  is  a  fourth  gonorrhoea, 
"  (fays  he)  which  differs  in  lhape  from  the  reftj  for 
"  after  the  virulent  matter  has,  by  the  paffages 
"  already  defcribed,  reached  the  proftrata;,  it  waftes 
"  their  fubftance,  and  melts  it  down  into  a  very 
"  plentiful  mafs  of  virulent  pus.     This  difeafe 
"  fometimes  takes  its  rife  from  other  gonorrhoeas, 
"  long  continued,  but  chiefly  from  often  repeated 
"  ones.    It  difcovers  itfelf  by  tumours  upon  the 
"  perinceum,  frequently  by  a  very  troublefome 
"  ifchuria,  a  plentiful  difcharge  of  fub-putrid  pus, 
"  and  a  fuppuration  of  thofe  parts  hardly  to  be 
"  flopped.    A  malignant   incurable  ulcer  very 
"  often  breaks  out  upon  the  perinceum  ;  fometimes 
"  too  the  parts  all  around  the  fituation  of  the 
"  proftrate  are  moft  miferably  ulcerated,  by  which 
"  means  the  neighbouring  parts  are  deftroyed  and 
become  a  very  mocking  fpeftacle.    But  one  of 
«  the  moft  common  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  is, 
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"  that  frequently  thofe  miferable  patients,  all  at 
"  once,  and  without  any  manjfeft  caufe,  are  feized 
u  with  a  fuppreflion  of  urine ;  whence  they  are 
«  tortured  with  a  great  many  painful  and  fruitlefs 
"  attempts  to  make  water,  while  at  the  fame  time 
"  there  is  no  admifTion  for  the  catheter  to  relieve 
"  them  that  way.  At  laft,  after  a  long  torment, 
"  fome  quantity  of  pus  on  a  fudden  makes  its  way 
*'  out  of  the  orifice  of  the  Urethra ;  a  little  after 
"  which,  the  urine  is  difcharged  without  difficulty, 
c<  till  the  fame  mifchief  returns  again.  I  have  fome- 
**  times  feen  this  difeafe,  and  you  cannot  but  be 
<c  fenfible  what  a  hard  matter  it  is  to  accomplifti  a 
"  cure.  Here  falivation  has  its  place,  and  here  all 
*'  the  remedies  recommended  againft  the  'fore- 
f*  mentioned  kinds  of  gonorrhoea  mull  be  very 
diligently  applied." 

The  theory  of  the  above  learned  author  being 

from  the  beginning  an  hypothecs  of  his  own,  we 

fliall  gain  but  little  improvement  from  his  method 

of  cure    he  fuppofed  that  the  fubcutaneous  fatty 

cells  were  the  nidus  of  this  difeafe,  that  the  mem. 

brana  adipofa  was  diftributed  all  over  the  body, 

even  to  the  privities3  eyelids,  &c.    Therefore  from 
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an  opinion  of  this  fort  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
that  he  does  not  even  hint  at  the  life  of  bougies, 
or  thinks  of  any  confequence  topical  applications. 
His  confidence  was  built  on  thofe  remedies  that 
would  empty  the  adipofe  cells,  and  by  evacuating 
the  fat  they  contained  radically '  extirpate  the 
venereal  virus.  And  therefore,  however  juftly 
elegant  and  pathetick,  he  has  defcribedthefymptoms 
of  the  urethral  difeafes,  yet  we  cannot  look  up  to 
him  for  a  remedy.  Let  it  then  fuffice  that  fuch  a 
defcription  of  the  dileafe  from  Boerhaave  ftands 
upon  record  as  a  difficulty  for  thofe  of  a  future 
age  to  call  forth  all  their  attention,  to  deliberate  on 
and  remove.  Dionis,  a  furgeon  of  the  firft  emi- 
nence at  Paris,  in  his  demonftration  of  chirurgical 
operations,  page  146,  enters  into  a  difcufiion  of 
urethral  obftruttions,  and  feems  to  attribute  all  the 
caufe  to  callous  fears  which  ftraiten  the  pafTage  of 
the  urine,  diminim  the  ftream  of  it,  and  hinder  the 
probe  from  paffing  up  the  canal.  Thefe  fears,  he 
fays,  are  produced  from  one  or  more  gonorrhoeas, 
and  their  cure  is  performed  by  conducting  a 
cauftick  to  the  difeafed  parts  by  means  of  a  wax- 
candle,  which  will  deftroy  the  old  collofity,  remove 
the  ftri&ure,  and  give  an  opening  for  the  wax- 
candle 
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fcandle  to  ptirfue  its  rout  into  the  bladder.  The 
flbrtruftio^  being!  overcome,  the  fore  is  to  be  healed 
and  a  leaden  .probe  continued  until  the  pafiage 
becomes  free  and  open.  This  famous  author 
denies  flatly  tjic  exiftence  of  a  carnofity,  and  gives 
for  a  reaibn,  that  after  many  diligent  obfervations, 
by  opening,  bodies  charge^  with  being  afflifted 
yj'yh  this  complaint,  he  had  not  met  with  one  that 
really  was  fo,  nor  had  he  met  with  any  chirurgeon 
(worthy  of  credit)  that  ever  affirmed  to  have  feen 
one.  I  am  fcnnble  it  could  not  have  efcaped  the 
ingenuity,  of  .this  great  man,  that  it  was  very  poffi- 
ble  for  a  fungus  to  have  extfted  in  a  living  fubject, 
which  would  hot.be  difcernible.  after  death,  had  he 
been  ,  inclinable  to  have  favoured  the  theory  fo 
common  an  obfervation  as  the  different  appearances 
of  the  fame  fungi  before  and  after  death  on  any  part 
of  the  human  body  would  not  have  been  wanting  to 
him.  The  truth  of  the  matter  feems  to  be,  that 
the  treatment, of  this  diforder  at  that  time,  and 
fince  in  Paris,  has  been  in  the  hands  of  pretenders 
to  noftrums,  to  which  rotten  part  of  the  profefiion 
Dionis  owed  no  good  will,  nay,  long  before  his 
time,  he  tells  you  of  Jean  Baptift  Loyfeau,  of 
Bourdeaux,  who  was  called  to  Henry  the  Fourth,  to 

cure 


(    -2|  ) 

cure  him  of  a  carnofity,  that  he  drefTcd  him,  and 
accordingly  did  cure  him,  and  was  rewarded  with 
the  poft  of  chirurgeon  to  his  Majefty.  This  ftory, 
fays  he,  though  very,  memorable,  does  not  prove 
the  exigence  of  carnofities ;  it  indeed,  difcovers 
that  Monfieur  Loyfeau  acted  the  fecret-monger 
and  played  the  mountebank  in  publiihing  his  per- 
formance without  mentioning  either  the  means  or 
remedies  which  he  ufed ;  and  as  he  was  filent  in  the 
eifential  part,  fays  he,  I  lhall  take  the  whole  to  be 
apocryphal.  Upon  the  whole  I  am .  of  opinion 
that  what  Dionis  has  laid  on  this  fubject  has 
thrown  neither  light  on  the  nature  of  the  difeale,  or 
on  the  mode  of'cure ;  he  contracts  the  caufe  to  a 
fimple  callofity,  and  prefcribes  ■  a  remedy  that  -I 
humbly  conceive  wOuld  rather  aggravate  than  cure : 
It  is  to  remove  a  fear  brought  on  by  the  venereal 
virus,  by  fubftituting  one  from  atauftick  ^  I  think 
the  reader  will  agree  with  me,  when  I  fay  that  the 
cicatrix  of  a  cauftick  will  always  be  at  leaft  as 
contractile  as  that  of  a  venereal  ulcer.  Therefore 
the  only  effential  that  feerns  to  be  wanting  in  this 
cafe  is  a  fpecies  of  bougie,  capable  of  palling  ovef 
and  dilating  the  obftruction,  which,  according  to  a 
Very  ingenious  author,  will  loofe  of  its  power  to 
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contract  in  proportion  as  it  is  ftretched  or  dilated. 
When  I  begin  fpeaking  of  Monf.  Daran,  I  en- 
deavour in  a  more  efpecial  manner,  to  diveft  myfelf 
of  all  that  partiality  which  in  general  prevails 
either  in  a  criticifm  on  the  conduct  of  a  friend,  or 
the  theory  of  an  author,  is  too  apt  to  call  a  falfe 
glare  over  their  actions  or  productions  and  to 
hurry  him  who  pronounces  upon  them,  into  a 
ftile  of  enthufiaftick  flattery,  or  illiberal  reflections. 
Such  an  author  can  be  of  no  good  confequence  to 
the  public-,  be  he  a  man  of  abilities,  he  mifleads 
much  to  their  prejudice ;  be  he  otherwife,  he  de- 
grades himfelf  below  the  aim  of  criticifm  and 
becomes  worthlefs.  Monf.  Daran  deferves 
praife  and  blame.  Fraife  in  having  firft  formed 
the  medicated  bougie  fimilar  to  what  is  now  in  ufe, 
blame  in  having  profefTed  to  perform  with  it  more 
than  reafon  or  truth  will  allow.  I  would  wilh  to 
make  all  allowance  for  Monf.  Daran's  pompous 
diction  and  pretentions  to  infallibility,  becaufe  the 
fafhion  of  his  country  and  the  obftacles  of  quackery 
which  are  prevalent  in  France,  require  more 
forcible  conviction  amongft  even  the  more  rational 
part  of  them,  than  in  England,  where  we  are 

guided  more  by  the  laws  of  truth  and  reafon,  and 

where 


Where  the   fenfible  part  at  leaft  can  be  fatisfied 
with  the    poffellion    of    a    remedy    that  will 
ferve  one  good  turn,  without  tacking  to  it  an 
unlimited  excellence  in  a  catalogue  of  different 
cafes,    different  in   their  nature.    Monf.  Daran 
performs  as  mahy  feats  with  his  bougie  as  Breflaw 
would  with  his  cups  and  balls,  and  all  to  the  won- 
derful aftonijhment  of  thofe  who  look  on  him.  And 
with  a  fenfe  of  feeling  peculiar  to  himfelf,  cari 
determine  with  the  point  of  a  bougie  the  very 
nature  and  feat  of  a  difeafe  at  the  remoteft  part  of 
the  urethral  canal,  can  effectually  cure  all  ulcers 
and  fcirrhofities  there  by  the  fuppurative  power  of 
a  bougie,  which  bougie  he  confefTes  to  be  through- 
out uniformly  compounded  of  the  fame  materials; 
In  ail  ages,  there  have  been  myfteries  credited, 
when  they  could  not  be  meafured  by  reafon,  and 
this  is  an  addition  to  the  ftock.    I  have  tried 
Monf.  Daran's  bougies  and  thofe  of  Mr.  Sharp, 
and  know  not  to  which  to  give  the  preference,  fo 
equal  are  they  in  their  effect,  and  fo  deficient  are  both, 
of  them  in  overcoming  an  obftrudlion  in  the  Ure- 
thra, on  the  firft  introduction.  Yet  as  Mdnf.Daran 
was  the  firft  who  well  moulded  a  bougie  into  the 
flhape  now  in  ufe,  it  was  undoubtedly  an  improve- 
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inent  and  worthy  of  reward.  All  furgeons  will 
allow  that  Monf.  Daran's  or  Mr.  Sharp's  bougies 
are  preferable  to  the  leaden  probes  which  were 
formerly  in  ufe,  and  which  have  fince  been  juftly 
exploded.  They  allow  that  a  piece  of  linen 
worked  to  a  proper  refiftance,  and  at  the  fame  time 
proper  pliability,  and  armed  with  a  medicinal  effect, 
is  preferable  to  a  metallick  probe  for'  the  cure  of 
urethral  obftrucYions.  This  improvement  is  due 
to  Monf.  Daran,  and  though  fimple  not  the  lefs 
valuable ;  it  was  an  inftrument  in  his  hands  that 
gave  him  the  preference  over  all  his  cotemporaries, 
and  fo  far  he  was  juftifiable  in  keeping  the  fecret 
within  his  own  breaft ;  nor  will  he  be  arraigned 
for  the  profit  that  has  been  derived  from  his  inven- 
tion. But  when  a  man  publifhes  abroad  not  only 
the  grofeft  abfurdities,  but  impoffibilities  in  the 
name  of  real  facts,  and  in  the  fame  performance 
there  is  to  be  found  (contradictory  as  it  is)  fome 
new  truths  and  thofe  of  great  value,  it  becomes  the 
candid  critic  to  winnow  the  chaff  from  the  corn, 
that  the  remaining  ftock,  however  fmall,  may  be 
more  valuable  and  wholefome. 


I  can, 


I  can,  at  the  fame  time,  lay  that  Monf.  Daran 
has  merit  in  improving  the  bougie,  and  profit  from 
it,  whilft  I  can  accufe  him  of  affertions  that  do  him 
no  honour  or  credit.    He  fays  that  his  bougie  will 
act  on  a  difeafed  Urethra,  and  not  on  a  found  one, 
that  it  will  produce  a  difcharge  from  fungi  or 
callofities  in  a  difeafed  Urethra,  when  a  delicate 
found  one  will  be  infenfible  to  its  effect.    He  has 
publifhed  to  this  purpofe  :  "  The  operation  of  my 
u  remedy  is  conformable  to  this,  the  loofe  fungous 
"  flefh  is  by  it  melted  down  and  fuppurated,  the 
"  found  remaining  untouched.    Let  it  not  be 
"  imagined  that  I  attribute  an  intelligent  power  to 
"  it,  if  it  acts  on  the  difeafed  rather  than  on  the 
"  found  parts,  it  is  becaufe  the  firft  is  of  fuch  a 
"  nature  as  to  be  affected  by  the  active  particles  of 
"  my  remedy,   whereas   the    latter  is  guarded 
"  againft  their  action  by  the  internal  membrane  of 
"  the  Urethra ;  befides,  thefe  fame  active  particles 
"  ftir  up,  and  fet  in  motion  the  virus,  which  gene- 
"  rally  remains  clogged  up  and  inactive  in  thole 
"  fungous  fwellings.    There  is  no  wonder  then 
"  that  my  remedy  mould  ad  upon  them  without 
"  having  any  effect  on  thofe  which  are  in  a  found 
"  ftate.    This  is  proved  beyond  contradiction  by 
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K  an  experiment  which  I  will  put  in  practice  a* 
"  often  as  defired.    I  will  introduce  one  of  my 
"  founds  into  the  Urethra  of  a  healthy  perfon,  and 
*'  will  leave  it  there  a  fufficient  time  for  it  to  aft  on 
"  the  glandulous  bodies  of  which  it  is  compofed. 
"  I  will  then   remove  it  and  the  keencft  fight 
"  mall  not  be  able  to  perceive  upon  it  the  leaft 
"  drop  of  foreign  moifture.    I  will  then  imme- 
"  diately  pafs  the  fame  found  into  a  difeafed  Urethra 
"  and  in  lefs  time  than  it  had  remained  in  the  found 
"  one,  it  will  be  chraged  with  a  purulent  matter, 
"  furnilhed  by  the  difeafed  part  of  the  Urethra." 
In  another  place  he  fays,  "  It  fo  far  affifts  the 
"  contreftile  powers  of  the  fihres,  as  by  diffolving 
"  and  fetting  a  float  the  hardened  juices  which  are 
§  confined  in  the  callous  edges  of  ulcers,  it  enables 
il  them  to  clear  themfelves  from  them,  but  it  does 
V  not  a£t  as  bracers  do  by  ftrengthening  and  con- 
*c  trailing  them,  but  by  melting  down  the  juices 
"  imprifoned  in  the  edges  of  the  ulcers,  or  in  the 
"  fungous  or  callous  excreffencies  of  the  Urethra, 
tc  which,  as  I  faid  before,  arife  upon  the  ulcers,  and 
^  form  upon  them  a  fort  of  eruft,  which  is  the 
<c  difcharge  of  purulent  matter." 

With 


"With  regard  to  the  tendernefs  and  lenity  of 
Monf.  Daran's  bougie  towards  a  found  Urethra 
and  effect  on  a  difeafed  one,  I  do  aver  that  even 
one  of  wax  paffed  up  a  found  Urethra,  and  contin- 
ued there  for  a  fmale  fpace  of  time,  will  be  charged 
with  an  additional  fecretion,  merely  as  an  hetero-r 
geneous  body,  however  mild,  and  will,  if  repeated, 
continue  fo  to  irritate  the  part  as  the  more  it  be 
applied,  the  more  wi}l  be  that  fecretion,  fuch  will 
be  the  effect  of  any  foreign  fubftance  paffed  up  the 
urinal  canal.  I  do  not  make  this  obfervation  to 
decry  the  ufe  of  bougies,  becaufe  this  evil  is  very 
fmall  in  comparifon  t.o  the  good  they  do ;  but  to 
convince  Monf.  Daran's  advocates  that  in  this 
inftance  he  is  palpably  wrong.  If  it  is  worth 
while  to  unravel  the  other  myfteries  concealed  in 
the  above  quotation,  for  all  feems  to  be  myftical, 
I  will  give  my  opinion  upon  them  in  a  few  words. 
That  as  Monf.  Daran's  bougie  is  fo  confeffedly 
harmlefs,  and  as  it  «  gradually  melts  down  and 
"  fcts  afloat  the  hardened  and  confined  juices  in  the 
H  callous  edges  of  ulcers,"  it  acts  as  all  other 
knicnt  digeftives ;  and  hence  we  may  account  for 
the  fuccefs  of  a  mild  digeftive  plafter  in  the  ft  ape 
|f  a  bougie  over  the  urethral  obftruftions.    It  acts 
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on  a  carnofity  by  comprefllon  rather  than  otherways, 
by  reducing  the  fungus  fo  that  the  membrane  of 
the  Urethra  (or  what  fupplies  the  lofs  of  it)  ma^ 
heal  over  and  thereby  bind  it  down.  As  we  fee 
daily  the  inftance  in  a  fore  on  the  furface  of  the 
body  where  there  is  a  fungus,  nothing  will  affift  a 
cure  more  than  preflure,  and  when  once  the  artificial 
fkin  grows  over,  the  fore  is  effectually  healed. 
Notwithstanding  the  carnofity  will  often  prove 
obftinate  becaufe  the  preffure  may  not  be  equal, 
or  becaufe  fome  virulency  may  be  remaining.  It 
acts  on  the  callous  ulcer  as  a  digeftive  plafter  would 
on  the  furface  cf  the  body,  and  attention  is  only  to 
be  paid  towards  the  effectually  deftroying  the  virus 
in  order  to  perfect  a  cure.  It  acts  on  the  contracted 
cicatrix  merely  from  a  counter-refiftance  as  is 
ingenioufly  demonftrated  by  Mr.  Sharp,  in  his 
obfervation  on  chirurgical  operations.  Thus  will 
one  bougie  very  happily  anfwer  different  intentions 
upon  the  moft  rational  fuppofltions :  I  fay  happily 
becaufe  it  is  not  every  man  that  is  confeffedly  fo 
adroit  as  Monf.  Daran,  and  that  when  the  ob- 
ftruction  is  very  far  up  in  the  Urethra  can  determine 
at  the  firft  or  perhaps  at  all,  which  of  the  feveral 

difeafes  he  may  have  to  encounter.    But  what 
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I  fay  to  the  fcirrhofity  of  the  proftrate  gland* 
verumontanum,  or  the  other  glandular  bodies  ? 
will  the  all-powerful  bougie  fucceed  here  ?  the 
lame  bougie  may  affift,  if  it  can  be  pafled  over  the 
obftruction,  but  I  believe  the  judicious  practitioner 
will  at  the  fame  time  make  ufe  of  a  warm  bath,  or 
partial  vapour  of  hot-water,  he  will  apply  a 
mercurial  friction  as  near  outwardly  to  the  part  as 
poffible,  and  be  confident  at  the  fame  time  that 
internal  alteratives  mull  be  requifite  to  a  cure,  the 
bougie  will  only  have  a  fhare  in  fuch  a  cafe ;  but 
Monf.  Daran,  if  he  pra&ifed  this  method  or  a 
fimilar  one,  has  forborne  to  fpeak  of  it  leaft  it 
mould  leffen  the  confequence  of  the  bougie.  I  am 
afraid  that  the  judicious  theorift  will  fufpect  with 
me  upon  the  whole  that  Monf.  Daran  lias  rifked 
his  reputation  by  an  endeavour  to  elevate  his  fubject 
and  highthen  its  confequence,  that  he  has  thereby 
intoxicated  his  fenfes,  and  as  Horace  expreffes  it, 
tolkns  vacuum  plus  nimi 6  gloria  venicemy  has  left  him 
defenfible  by  none. 

I  mould  not  do  a  good  ancient  author  juftice  if 
I  was  not  to  remind  the  reader  tiiat  Col  de  Villars 
was  the  firft  who  defcribed  the  fort  of  bougie,  which 

Monf. 
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Monf.  Damn  brought  to  a  proper  pliability  and 
refiftance ;  but  as  all  improvements  are  ftill  open 
to  fome  imperfectionsj  thus  it  Hands  with  the 
bougies  in  prefent  ufe,  they  are  very  deficient  in 
perviating  theobftructions.    When  firfl:  the  patient 
applies  for  the  care  of  a  furgeon,  if  the  obftruclion 
be  fo  very  great  that  the  urine  cannot  be  permitted 
to  pafs  but  drop  by  drop,  and  that  not  at  regular 
times,  but  continually  as  from  a  leaky  veffel,  and 
when  upon  the  committing  any  intemperance  a 
total  fupprefiion  enfues*  whatever  method  of  treat- 
ment bids  fairer  to  pafs  over  thefe  obftruftions,  and 
gives  a  free  egrefs  to  the  urine,  and  that  almoft 
immediately,  I  prefume  will  be  thought  an  im- 
provement worthy  the  attention  of  the  difeafed^ 
there  being  no  complaint  more  painful,  more  acute, 
or  more  inftantaneoufly   dangerous.    The  evils 
that  attend  the  bougies,  when  made  fmall,  are,  that 
they  have  not  fuffkient  force  to  make  their  way 
through  the  obftructions^  'that  they  immediately 
bend  and  become  ufelefs,    being  wanting  of  a 
proper  elafticity.    If  they  are  compounded  of 
materials  that  ferve  to  ftiffen  them  and  give  more 
refiftance,  they  then  become  too  brittle  to  be  ufcd 

at  all  with  fafety.    This  is  the  real  fituation  in 

which 
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which  the  bougies  of  prefent  ufe  are  found.  I 
mean  only  when  they  are  applied  to  overcome  the 
firft  obftructions,  and  though  to  prove  effectual 
they  mould  immediately  make  way  through  the 
obstruction,  yet  fometimes  they  are  weeks  nay 
months  in  effecting  it.  With  regard  to  the  larger 
bougies,  when  once  the  obftruction  is  perviated, 
and  one  of  them  can  pafs  with  eafe,  thofe  ufed  in 
common,  with  the  addition  of  Monf.  Goulard's 
improvement,  undoubtedly  bid  the  faireft  to  con- 
firm a  cure.  And  few  there  are  that  will  not  be 
recovered  of  this  grievous  complaint,  when  the 
(kill  of  the  furgeon  and  the  regularity  of  the 
patient  go  hand  in  hand. 

Amongft  all  the  Englifh  authors  from  the 
beginning  of  the  venereal  difeafe  in  Europe  to  the 
prefent  hour,  no  one  has  made  a  clearer  diftinction 
of  thefeparate  difeaTes  of  the  Urethra,  and  laid  down 
a  better  plan  for  fuccefs  in  the  removal  of  them  than 
Mr.  Sharp-,  with  the  temper  and  penetration  of  a 
man  of  genius,  he  carries  his  enquiries  through 
all  the  feveral  caufes  of  qbftruttions,  and  gives 
them  their  feparate  definitions.  The  theory  of 
Mr.  Sharp,  in  his  critical  enquiries  will  be  found 
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fo  perfectly  to  coincide  with  my  own  that  it  would 
be  fruitlefs  to  fay  more  of  it,  as  far  as  relates  to 
the  caufes  of  obftruction.  I  lhall  therefore  pro- 
ceed to  confider  the  imperfection  of  the  bougie,  as 
it  appears  in  his  defcription  on.thefirft  introduction 
of  it  only.  Befides  the  inconvenience  that  I 
pointed  out  before  of  the  fmall  bougie  being  too 
weak  for  refiftance  in  a  pliable  ftate,  and  too  brittle 
in  a  more  ftiff  one,  I  mail  produce  other  objections 
to  the  primary  ufe  of  it  from  a  quotation  of 
Mr.  Sharp. 

He  fays,  "  There  are  a   great  many  whofe 
"  diforder  is  fo  defperate  as  to  render  them  unfit 
"  for  every  other  bufinefs  than  that  of  their  cure. 
"'  I  have  had  feveral  of  them  under  my  care,  who 
"  wore  the  bougie  almoft  the  whole  time,  night 
ei  and  day  without  intemiifiion,  as  they  withdrew 
"  one,  introducing  another ;  and  if  it  does  not  fK- 
"  mulate  too  much  by  this  conftant  application,  it 
"  is  certainly  a  prudent  ftep    for  the  more  fuppu- 
"  ration  is  procured,  and  the  longer  the  Urethra 
<c  is  kept  diftended,  the  more  likely  it  is  that  die 
"  cure  will  be  radical." 


The- 


The  two  general  obftruftions  that  hinder  th* 
paffage  of  the  bougie  through  the  Urethra,  being 
the  carnofity  and  callous  ftriclure,  it  appears  hence 
neceffary  from  the  ufe  of  thefe  bougies  that  they 
miift  Bring  the  one. or  the  other  to  a  ftate  of 
fuppuration  before  they  can  perviate  or  get  over 
them,  and  before  the  larger  ones  can  gain  admit- 
tance home  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder.    Now  I 
would  wilh  to  enforce  to  the  candid  enquirer  that 
this  fuppuration  which  is  brought  on  for  the  cure 
of  a  carnofity  or  ftricture,  is  totally  from  a  necef- 
fity  that  the  bougie  may  pafs  home  into  the  bladder, 
but  not  a  requifite  in  the  removal  of  either.  The 
fuppuration  in  this  inftance  takes  place,  becaufe 
the  bougie  cannot  make  its  way  without  it,  but  that 
does  not  at  all  argue,  that  it  mould  take  place  in 
order  to  effect  a  cure.  Where  there  is  a  fuppuration, 
there   is  great  pain  and  confinement,  and  if  a 
bougie  can  be  fo  far  conducive  to  an  effectual 
cure  without  thefe  inconveniencies  the  fole  purpofe 
of  this  little  work  will  be  anfwered. 

After  having  thus  given  a  fhort  Iketch  of  the 
ancient  methods  that  were  taken  to  cure  the 
urethral  obftruftions  brought  on  by  the  venereal 
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difeafe  and  continued  them  up  to  the  prefent  time, 
I  fliall  proceed  to  an  enquiry  into  the  caufe  of  an 
habitual  ftrangury,  in  which  I  fliall  not  be  found 
to  vary  much  from  Dr.  Aftruc,  Mr.  Sharp,  and 
fome  others,  whofe  works  plainly  evince  that  they 
are  not  wrote  by  the  hand  of  prejudice,  they  moved 
in  a  more  laudable  and  generous  fphere,  with  a 
confeious  pleafure  of  conveying  to  the  public  the 
ideas  of  true  fcience  and  indefatigable  attention. 
Faffing  over  a  ftrangury  that  may  be  brought  on 
by  a  ftone  in  the  bladder,  or  in  the  Urethra,  or 
that  which  may  be  produced  by  an  ulcer  in  the 
bladder,  or  on  the  neck  of  it,  unconnected  with 
venereal  virulency,  I  fliall  proceed  in  my  defcrip- 
tion  of  that  from  virulent  obltructions.  The 
ftrongeft  fymptom  of  an  habitual  ftrangury  is  a 
diminution  of  the  ftream  of  urine  which  makes  its 
way  through  the  penis,  fometimes  in  a  fmall  fingle 
ftream,   but  oftener  in  two,  and  fometimes  in 
many  fcattered  and  confufed  ftreams,  and  fometimes 
drop  by  drop  and  that  incontinently,  the  patient  all 
the   while   {training  unnaturally,  tedious  in  the 
expulfion  of  his  urine,  often  having  a  throbbing  on 
the  glans  penis,  and  a  frequent  defire  to  make 
water  from  a  ftimulus  brought  on  by  over  {training, 

which 
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which   produces  great  uneafinefs.    Whenever  a 
due  regularity  is  exceeded  either  in  diet,  exercife, 
watching,  venery,  or  what  elfe,  where  the  body  is 
inflamed,  or  the  paffions   are  agitated,  a  total 
ifchury,  or  fuppreflion  of  the  urine  often  enfues, 
accompanied  by  fymptoms  very  painful,  alarming, 
and  fometimes  fatal.    The  complaint  is  then 
become  too  ferious  and  too  acute  for  delay,  re- 
courfe  muft  immediately  be  had  to  bleeding  in 
large  quantities  where  the  fubject  will  bear  it, 
fomentations,  clyfters,  and  above  all  the  warm 
bath  5  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt  the  paflage  of 
the  catheter,  as  the  introduction  of  the  fmalleft 
fubftance  will  be  denied  until  a  proper  relaxation 
is   brought  on  by  the  means  above  defcribed. 
Purgatives  ought  to  be  ufed  with  great  caution  as 
they  are  apt  to  excite  thirft,  and  to  encreafe  the 
heat  and  ftimulus  on  the  part  already  in  a  ftate  of 
inflammation.    Diluents  fhould  not  be  dealt  out 
with  too  much  liberality  in  this  complaint,  as  they 
will  encreafe  the  urinal  fecretion-,  the  warm  bath 
will  amply  fupply  their  ftead,  without  their  ill 
confequence.    A  repetition  of  the  above  means 
"generally  operates  fuccefsfully,  but  fometimes  it  is 
found  ineffectual  When,  at  the  expiration  of  three 

days, 


Aaysi  or  according  to  the  indication  of  the  fymptoms, 
the  life  of  thefe-  means  have  proved  fruitlefs,  and  the 
patient  continues  in  unremitting  pain,  delay  will 
be  dangerous.  A  puncture  muft  be  made  into  the 
bladder,  and  the  urine  drawn  away,  obferving  to 
keep  the  canula  in  the  opening  of  the  bladder 
made  by  the  puncture,  till  fuch  time  as  a  paflage 
is  obtained  per  urethram,  and  the  bladder  has  re- 
covered  its  contractile  power,  which  is  often 
fendered  par  aly  tick  by  over  diftenfion.  After 
having  overcome  the  violence  of  the  above  fymp- 
toms, they  are  again  and  again  liable  to  return  as 
the  patient  breaks  out  into  farther  intemperance, 
whilft  the  urethral  obftruftion  remains  unobviated. 
The  bars  in  the  Urethra,  which  prevent  the  urine 
paffing  in  a  full  ftream,  are  diftinguifhed  into  feven 
fpecies.  Firft,  the  caruncle  or  fungus,  arifing  from 
a  degenerated  ulcer,  where  a  part  of  the  internal 
membrane  of  the  Urethra  is  deftroyed.  Second, 
a  callous  ftricture  or  hard  contraction  of  the 
Urethra,  from  a  former  ulcer  cicatrized.  Third, 
callous  ulcers  ill  digefted,  yielding  various  coloured 
difcharges  from,  any  part  of  the  Urethra,  or  excre-^ 
tory  ducts  of  the  proftrate  gland  or  feminal  veficles. 
Fourth,  an  enlargement  of  the  verumontanum, 
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intruding  too  far  into  the  Urethra.    Fifth,  art 
ulcer  or  fcirrhofity  of  the  proftrate  or  veficulse  femi- 
nales.    Sixth,  a  fpunginefs  of  the  fame  parts; 
and  Seventh,  ligamentary  bands  from  the  inofcu- 
lation  of  ulcers  in  oppofition  to  each  other  around 
the  urethral  canal.    The  caruncle  is  a  fpungy 
flefhy    fubftance,   intruding  into  the  Urethra, 
whereby  it  hinders  the  free  paffage  of  urine  capable 
of  enlarging  from  any  thing  that  may  irritate  and 
inflame  it,  produced  from  an  ulcer  in  confequencc 
of  a  gonorrhoea,  as  any  other  fungus  on  the  external 
furface  of  the  body.    It  appears  in  fome  fubjedts 
almoft  immediately  after  the  gonorrhceal  fymptoma 
are  over,  and  authors  have  affirmed  that  in  others, 
months,  nay  years  after  a  contracted  gonorrhoea, 
the  caruncle  has  been  found  to  produce  its  firft 
effect     but  I  am  apt  to  conclude  that  in  the  latter 
cafe,  it  is  more  probable  that  the  difeafe  is  a 
contracted  Urethra,    and  not   a   fungus.  The 
exiftence  of  a  caruncle  or  fungus  in  the  Urethra 
has  been  a  bone  for  contention  amongft  the  French 
furgeons,  particularly  Dionis,  de  la'Faye,  and  fome 
others,  who  could  never  difcover  the  ieaft  trace  of 
a  caruncle  in  the  Urethra  after  death,  where  the 
fubjects  had  fallen  victims  to  a  venereal  ftrangury  j 
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but  their  opponents  weighed  them  down  by  truth 
and  argument,  and  there  are  few  now  that  deny  the 
reality  of  a  caruncle,  however  they  differ  in  the 
definition  of  it.  Monf.  Goulard,  in  his  very 
ingenious  treatife  on  his  favourite  invention,  the 
Extrattum  Saturni,  does  not  deny  the  exigence  of 
a  caruncle  but  defines  it  different  from  all  other 
authors,  that  he  appears  to  have  given  part  of  the 
fame  name  to  another  difeafe  by  a  very  meta- 
phyfical  way  of  arguing  he  tells  you,  that  the 
fpungy  fubftance  of  the  Urethra  is  confined  within 
its  proper  bounds  as  nature  has  placed  it  by  means 
of  the  internal  urethral  membrane  antagonizing  it. 
This  being  the  cafe  in  a  ftate  of  health,  when  the 
internal  urethral  member  becomes  enfeebled  at  any 
certain  point,  there  the  fpungy  fubftance  oppofite 
to  that  point  refills  the  fibres  which  give  way, 
diftend,  lengthen,  and  are  pufhed  forward  into  the 
cavity  of  the  canal ;  from  whence  arifes  a  little 
tumour  that  he  calls  a  fpungous  carnofity.  What 
gave  rife  to  this  fuppofition  of  Monf.  Goulard  was 
the  difficulty  he  found  in  accounting  for  the  ex- 
iftence  of  a  fiefliy  fubftance  in  the  Urethra  where 
nothing  like  fiefli  in  the  natural  fituation  of  thefe 

parts  is  to  be  perceived.    <c  Car,  en  premier  Lieu,  k 
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*  mot   de    carnojtti,    pris    dans  fon  etymologic, 
"  n'exprime  autre  chofe  qu'iine  excroijfance  charnue, 
"  ou  une  elevation  formee  par  des   chairs  fongu- 
"  enjcs  :     or,    perfonne   a—t--il  jamais  demontre 
"dans  le  canal  de  VUretre  quelque  par  tie  char  nut 
"  quipuijfe  donner  naiffance  a  ces  fortes  d'excroiffances 
"  et  defongofites  ?    II  eft  done  certain  que  Us  carnofitcs 
"  de  rUretre,  en  prenant  la  chofe  d  la  rigueur  des 
"  termesy  comme  il  eft  important  de  le  pratiquer  en 
"  medecine  et  en  chirurgie,  rtexiftent  que  dans  I'imagi- 
"  nation."    To  diffent  from  fo  ingenious  and  valu- 
able an  anthor  as  Monf.  Goulard,  without  giving 
my  reafons,  would  be  very  unfair,  and  productive 
of  no  good,  therefore. I  will  put  in  my  objections 
to  his  theory  of  the  exiftence  of  a  carnofity  but  in 
the  imagination.    And  here  I  am  forry  to  find 
that  the  above  author  has  loft  fight  of  a  principle  in 
furgery  as  invariable  as  the  rifing  of  the  fun  or  any- 
other  common  courfe  of  nature.    We  all  know  in 
a  ftate  of  health  that  a  bone  is  covered  with  a  mem- 
brane, where  no  flefh  intrudes,  and  where  there 
appears  nothing  of  the  property  of  flefh,  but  when 
once  this  bone  becomes  difeafed  and  an  exfoliation 
takes  place,  the  firfb  appearances  that  conftantly 
offer,  are  granulations  on  the  part.    Or,  when  the 
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throat  be  cut,  the  cartilage  divided  never  unites, 
but  the  chafm  is  often  filled  up  with  granulations 
of  flefli.  Monf.  Goulard  muft  allow  that  the 
natural  appearance  of  the  conjunctive  coat  of  the 
eye  is  as  void  of  flefh  as  the  Urethra ;  but  when 
this  membrane  is  attacked  with  a  venereal  opthalmy 
in  particular,  does  it  not  produce  a  quantity  of 
fungus  ?  If  there  be  no  fleihy  fubftance  naturally 
in  the  Urethra,  he  muft  allow  that  there  are  blood- 
veffels  •,  and  granting  that,  whenever  the  part  has 
been  difeafed  the  fungus  may  follow. 

The  callous  ftridlure  obtains,  when  there  has 
been  one  or  more  large  ulcers  in  the  Urethra, 
which  are  entirely  healed,  yielding  no  difcharge, 
fometimes  accompanied  with  a  fcirrhofity  of  the 
adjacent  parts.    Thefe  ulcers  having  healed  with- 
out the  intervention  of  any  internal  application  to 
keep  the  difeafed  part  of  the  Urethra  from  con- 
tracting, lelTen  the  diameter  of  it.    This  fort  of 
ftricture  is  deprived  of  the  fecretion  the  reft  of  the 
Urethra  naturally  enjoys;  as  the  patient  advances 
in  age  the  callofity  thickens,  and,  aided  by  the 
natural  difpofition  of  a  cicatrix,  formed  from  a 
malignant  ulcer,  will  without  fome  preventive 
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means  tend  to  the  doling  up  the  canal.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  learned  Mr.  Sharp,  that  a  cicatrix 
on  any  part  of  the  body  acquires  the  difpofition  to 
contract  in  proportion  to  the  neglect  of  a  counter 
refiftance.  As  when  the  palm  of  the  hand  be 
burnt,  if  the  fingers  during  the  cure  are  not  ex- 
tended by  means  of  a  pafteboard  or  fome  fuch 
proper  fubftance,  the  contracting  power  of  the  cica- 
trix will  inevitably  clinch  the  fingers. 

Callous  ulcers  ill  digefted  and  yielding  various 
coloured  difcharges  from  any  part  of  the  Urethra, 
or  excretory  ducts  of  the  proftrate  gland,  or  feminal 
veficles;  thefe  ulcers  remain  after  a  gonorrhoea, 
where  it  has  been  neglected  or  ill  cured,  almoft 
always  attended  with  a  hardnefs  around  them, 
which  is  eafily  to  be  felt  by  the  fingers  externally, 
the  difcharge  from  them  is  more  or  lefs,  and  kindly 
or  malignant,  in  proportion  to  the  habit  of  the 
patient  or  manner  of  his  living.  The  farther  they 
are  feated  up  the  Urethra,  the  more  liable  they  are 
to  bring  on  an  ifchury,  upon  any  intemperance 
whatever.  Sometimes  the  difcharge  from  them 
has  all  the  marks  of  a  virulent  recent  gonorrhoea, 
both  as  to  colour  and  quantity,  the  ulcers  then 
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being  in  a  ftate  of  inflammation,  the  ardor  urinic 
will  be  alfo  a  fymptom  and  often  accompanied  with 
blood.    The  molt  powerful  diftinftion  betwixt  the 
aggravated  appearances  of  a  callous  ulcer  and 
recent  gonorrhoea  that  I  can  fuggefl:  is,  that  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms  of  the  former  will  give 
way  much  fooner  than  the  latter,  but  the  difcharge 
from  the  ulcers  will  fcarce  ever  ceafe,  until  fome 
applicable  remedy  comes  into  contact  with  them. 
It  has  been  difputed,  whether  the  difcharge  from 
thefe  ulcers  carry  with  it  any  venereal  infection, 
many  furgeons  are  inclined  to  think  it  does  not,  but 
the  very  doubt  mould  induce  me  to  caution  a 
patient  from  depending  on  the  innocence  of  the 
difcharge,  at  leaft  I  will  venture  to  affirm  that 
although  the  generality  of  thofe  ulcers  may  not  be 
infectious,  yet  fome  are,  which  will  not  yield  to 
topical  applications  without  the  aid  of  internal 
alteratives. 

The  enlargement  of  the  verumontannm  is  alfo  a 
caufe  of  the  urethral  obstruction.  This  part,  like  the 
reft  of  the  Urethra,  is  frequently  inflamed  and 
ulcerated,  or  eroded  in  a  virulent  gonorrhoea,  and 
when  the  inflammation  is  not  totally  reduced  and 
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the  ulcer  effectually  deterged,  it  will  degenerate 
into  a  warty  fungus  or  callous  fubftance,  which 
will  obftruct  the  urine  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  either,  and  the  manner  of  life  ths 
patient  adopts. 

Whenever  in  a  virulent  gonorrhoea  an  intenfe  ardor 
urinae  is  felt  near  the  anus,  it  is  beyond  a  doubt  a 
token  of  the  difeafe  having  reached  the  excretory 
ducts  of  the  proftrate  gland  and  veficulae  feminales. 
When  if  thofe  parts  have  been  frequently  injured 
by  repeated  genorrhceas,  or  if  in  the  attempt  to  a 
cure,   they  have    been  improperly  treated,  the 
difeafe  will  make  a  deftructive  progrefs,  hence 
fiftulous  and  callous  ulcers  and  fcirrhofities  both 
of  the  gland  and  veficulas  feminales.  The  feat  of 
the  difeafe  being  fo  remote,  there  becomes  a  difficulty 
of  applying  effectual  remedies,  and  it  often  happens 
that  a  fiftula  in  ano  joins  in  the  event.    In  fuch  a 
fituation,  they  cannot  fail  of  being  a  certain  caufe  of 
obftructing  the  urine. 

Or,  where  venereal  ulcers  have  eroded  and 
deftroyed  any  of  the  fubftance  of  the  proftrate  or 
parts  adjacent,  a  luxuriant  fungus  will  often  lprout 
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up  there,  and  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  be  alfo  a 
caufe  of  obftrufting  the  urine. 

Laftly,  Mr.  Sharp  has  difcovered  by  diffcdtions, 
that  where  ulcers  have  been  nearly  in  oppofition  to 
each  other  in  the  Urethra,  they  have  inofculated 
and  produced  bands  which  croffed  from  the  one  to 
die  other,  and  are  confequently  a  caufe  of  obstruct- 
ing the  urine. 

Thus  is  the  current  of  urine  leffened  and  ob- 
ilructed  by  one  of  the  caufes  above  defcribed  j 
the  fame  may  be  faid  alfo  of  the  femen.  Therefore 
neither  of  them  can  pafs  through  the  Urethra, 
retaining  their  free  and  proper  courfe,  but  are 
obftructcd  in  proportion  to  the  obftacles  they  meet 
in  it.  The  diameter  of  the  urinal  paffage  being 
leffened,  a  greater  force  becomes  requifite  for  the 
expulfion  of  the  urine ;  hence  the  patient  will 
ftrain  and  increafe  the  effort  according  to  the  re- 
fiftance  the  urine  finds  in  the  Urethra  :  The  ftream 
of  urine,  preffing  hard  againft  the  obftrudtion  in 
the  Urethra,  will  be  divided  in  its  paffage  through 
it.  Thefe  divifions  interfeft  each  other,  and  pre- 
ferving  their  feparate  courfes,  pafs  out  in  two  or 
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more,  and  fometimes  in  fcattered  confufed  dreamy 
and  thofe  weak  and  dripping,  from  a  well  known 
principle  in  phyfics,  that  any  fluid  palling  from  a 
narrow  canal  into  a  wider,  will  move  proportion- 
ably  flow  to  the  narrownefs  of  the  canal  from 
whence  it  flowed ;  hence  the  urine  no  longer  de- 
fcribes  that  arch,  when  it  is  difcharged,  as  it  for- 
merly did,  where  the  paffage  was  uniformly  equal. 
Whenever  from  intemperance  or  any  other  caufe, 
the  urine  becomes  heated,  it  will  excite  a  pain  in 
the  obftructed  part  of  the  Urethra,  from  whence 
a  frequent  or  perpetual  dyfuria  is  found  to  be  a 
concomitant  to  obftrudtions.     The  fenfation  of 
pain  being  produced  from  the  nerves,  and  thofe  of 
the  Urethra,  being  fo  intimately  connected  with 
the  nerves  of  the  bladder,  a  conftriction  of  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  will  be  brought  on  by  fym- 
pathy ;  the  bladder  will  empty  itielf,  not  in  a 
continued  ftream  and  at  diftant  periods,  but  will 
be  frequently  foliciting  a  difcharge:  the  urine  will 
be  forced  away,   with  much  ftraining,  in  very 
fmall  quantities,  and  in  very  quick  fucceflions  •,  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  from  the  irritation,  will  be- 
come exquifitely  fenfible,  and  yield  great  pain  with 
every  drop  of  water.    If  a  dyfuria  is  brought  on 
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by  inflamed  ulcers  of  the  verumontanum,  or 
proftrate,  or  verficulas  feminales,  the  pus  flowing 
from  thefe  ulcers  will  generally  follow  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  urine,  and  that  in  encreafed  quantities, 
and  thinner  than  in  common  but  if  the  obftruc- 
tion  is  caufed  from  caruncles  or  fcirrhofities,  no 
other  difcharge  will  follow,  but  mucus  from  the 
Urethra  and  rieck  of  the  bladder. 

The  ultimate  evils  attending  the  feveral  obftruc- 
tions  in  the  Urethra  commonly  appear  after  the 
patient  has  for  fome  time  difcovered  a  diminution  of 
his  ftream  of  urine ;  therefore  it  is  no  wonder, 
that  he  is  often  found  dilatory  in  taking  any  ftep 
towards  obtaining  relief-,  he  feldom  refigns  himfelf 
to  the  care  of  his  furgeon,  as  long  as  he  continues 
free  of  any  complaint  that  fubjects  him  to  danger. 
"When  he  has  been  once  fnatched  from  the  imminent 
fymptoms  of  an  ifchury,  he  is  always  glad  to  em-- 
brace  the  opportunity  for  undergoing  a  radical 
cure.  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  lay  down  a  method 
for  effecting  this,  as  the  ifchury  will  always  threaten 
a  return  upon  every  excefs  that  may  be  afterwards 
committed,  or  even  from  any  accidental  caufe,  as 
Jonpr  as  the  obftruction  in  the  Urethra  is  fuffered 
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to  remain,  and  here  I  feci  myfclf  particularly 
interefted  from  a  certain  conviction  of  the  rectitude 
of  the  meafure  I  fliall  adopt,  that  it  overweighs 
with  me  all  the  argements  irt  favour  of  the  bougies 
in  prefent  ufe,  fo  far  as  they  are  made  the  inftru- 
ment  of  overcoming  the  obftruction  in  the  firft 
ftage  of  a  cure.    Thofe  in  the  practice  of  forgery 
as  well  as  thofe  who  have  fubmitted  to  the  ufe  of  a 
bougie  know,  that  the  firft  attempts  of  palling  it 
beyond  the  obftruction  will  prove  ever  impoffible. 
They  alfo  know  that  this  paffage  is  obtained  by 
repeatedly  introducing  frefti  bougies  up  to  the 
part  of  the  Urethra  where  the  obftruction  is,  and 
there  confining  them  by  fome  fort  of  contrivance, 
that  their  preffure  againft  the  obftruction  may 
fuppurate  it  and  melt  it  down ;  and  it  is  with  fub- 
miffion  that  I  prefume  no  furgeon,  tender  of  his  re- 
putation, would  be  hardy  enough  to  apply  a  bougie 
that  was  lblely  to  act  by  fuppuration,  as  it  appears 
to  me    an    utter    impofiibility,  that   a  bougie 
uniformly  compounded  of  fuppurative  materials 
can  remain  in  the  Urethra  without  doing  as  much 
violence  to  the  found  part  of  it,  as  to  the  difeafed. 

The  confequence  of  which  would  be  more  diftrefling 
than  if  the  difeafe  had  been  left  to  its  natural  event. 
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Without  having  recourfe  to  phyfical  argument,  I 
will  fpeak  to  the  experience  and  reafon  of  every 
individual,  who  knows  that  no  part  of  the  human 
body  is  more  fufceptible,  none  more  irritable.  It 
is  that  fufceptibility  of  the  Urethra  that  yields  fuch 
titulation  in  its  natural  ftate,  and  fo  much  pain 
when  irritated  by  any  foreign  or  accidental  caufe. 

From  hence  I  would  wifh  charitably  to  conclude 
that  the  bougies  which  are  termed  fuppurative, 
only  bring  about  that  effect  by  their  preflure  on 
the  obftructon,  by  fo  far  impeding  the  circulation 
in  the  difeafed  part,  -as  to  induce  it  to  flough  away. 
It  mull  be  allowed  that  in  a  feries  of  time,  thefe 
means  will  prevail,  and  a  cure  will  be  effected,  but 
it  mult  be  allowed  al'fo  that  it  will  be  tedioufly 
brought  about,  and  as  it  will  be  made  to  appear 
that  this  fuppuration  is  an  unnecefTary  act,  fo  far  as 
it  is  applicable  to  a  cure,  fo  muft  it  be  accompanied 
with  pain  both  injudicious  and  wanton.  As  I 
before  obferved  of  the  bougies  in  prefent  ufe,  when 
they  are  made  fmall  in  order  to  pafs  over  the 
obstruction  fo  as  to  act  upon  it,  by  preffing  down 
the  fides  of  it,  they  are  both  wanting  in  elafticity 
and  refinance :  In  elafticity  as  immediately  when 
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they  are  pafled  home  to  the  obftru&ion  they 
break  and  become  ufelefs  ;  in  refiftance,  from 
their  feldom  fuccefs  whenever  an  attempt  is  made 
to  pafs  them.  They  ftop  where  it  is  only  neceffary 
for  them  to  begin,  for  did  they  but  once  overcome 
the  obftrudtion,  that  preffure  would  turn  to  the 
proper  account  and  anfwer  all  the  purpofes 
that  human  wifdom  would  wifh.  Mr.  Sharp 
allows  that  the  cure  of  a  caruncle  is  often  effected 
by  preffure  only,  and  that  fuppuration  feldom 
takes  place,  where  the  bougie  only  pafTes  to  the 
obftru&ion,  and  not  beyond  it.  He  conceives 
alfo  that  the  callous  cicatrix  loofes  of  its  con- 
tractile power,  by  being  kept  upon  the  ftretch. 

If  the  body  be  in  a  good  ftate  of  health,  free  of 
the  venereal  taint,  a  bougie  of  the  moft  fimple  fort 
will  deterge  and  heal  an  ulcer  in  the  Urethra,  when 
brought  into  contact  with  it,  as  will  diachylon 
plafter  on  any  part  of  the  body  where  there  is  no 
malignant  caufe  to  prevent  it.  As  to  the  incrufta- 
tions  upon  ulcers,  which  Monf.  Daran  treats  of,  in 
a  part  difpofed  fo  much  to  humidity  and  continually 
walhed  by  urine,  uninfluenced  by  air,  I  believe 
thefe  feldom  obtain.    Thus  far  it  appears  that  the 
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fuppurative  power  of  the  bougie,  as  well  as  the  ne- 

ceffity  of  it  is,  or  ought  to  be  always  out  of  the 

queftion-,  and  that  when  an  encreafed  difcharge 

follows   a  fuppurative  bougie,    it  is  in  confe- 

quence  of  the  irritation  it  brings  on  all  the  urethral 

membrane,  and  of  the  preffure  of  it  againft  the  ob- 

ftruttion.    In  order  to  obviate  thefe  unneccffary 

effects  my  wifli  is,  when  firit  I  go  about  a  cure,  to 

pafs  up  the  Urethra  the  fmalleft  catgut  fo  far 

medicated  as  to  do  no  mifchief  by  an  afperity  of  the 

point  of  it.    This  feldom  or  never  fails  gaining  a 

paffage  home  to  the  bladder,  when  necelTary  means 

have  been  previoufly  taken  to  prepare  the  patient 

by  temperance  in  eating,  drinking,  and  exercife, 

and  by  a  ufe  of  the  warm  bath.    Granting  that  the 

urine  is  only  difcharged  drop  by  drop,  the  catgut 

by  being  medicated,  and  by  the  precautions  above 

laid  down,  will  prove  fuccefsful.    And  although 

a  cure  is  ftill  to  be  effected,  yet  upon  drawing  the 

firft  of  thefe  bougies  from  the  Urethra,  the  urine 

will  come  away  almoit  in  the  natural  ftream, 

and    every    alarming    and  dangerous  fymptom 

will  be  hereafter  difmiffed,  another  is  immediately 

introduced   without  pain  or  difficulty ;  by  the 

humidity  of  the  Urethra  the  catgut  becomes  pliant, 

fo 
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lb  that  the  progrefs  of  cyire  is  not  retarded,  or  are 
the  parts  the  leaft  incommoded,  whether  by  erecti- 
ons of  the  penis  in  the  night,  or  by  moderate  exer- 
cifes  indulged  in  the  day.  Other  properties  of  the 
medicated-catgut  bougie  are,  that  from  the  elafticity 
of  it,  it  is  neither  too  weajc  to  refift,  or  does  it  loofe 
of  its  power  by  bending  on  an  attempt  to  introduce 
it.  In  quality,  it  is  fimple  and  innocent,  and 
pofTcfTed  of  the  power  of  fwelling  when  moiftened 
as  the  medicated  fpunge  is,  without  any  fenfible 
effedt  or  ill  confequence  whatever  ;  it  brings  away 
no  other  difcharge,  than  what  the  natural  fecretion 
affords,  and  dilates  the  obftructions  without  pain 
and  effectually.  Neither  is  it  found  to  irritate  the 
urethral  membrane  or  neck  of  the  bladder,  fo  as  to 
bring  on  thofe  folicitations  of  urine  the  other 
bougies  do  on  their  firft  introduction.  Upon 
withdrawing  one  of  thefe  bougies,  which  will  be 
when  the  patient  wants  to  urine,  another  is  paffed 
of  a  degree  larger,  and  the  fize  is  continually  en- 
creafed,  until  a  free  choice  offers  of  introducing 
any  other  fpecies  of  bougie  of  what  fize  and  of 
what  property  foever.  This  may  be  effected 
by  diligent  perfeverance  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time,  without  inflammation 

or 
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or  fuppunition,  the  grand  obftacles  will  be  fur- 
mounted  and  the  way  will  be  paved  for  confirming 
afolid  cure. 

When  once  an  ifchury  is  got  over,  it  rarely 
happens  that  a  patient  can  be  in  a  worfe  ftate,  than 
in  that  of  the  urine  coming  away  drop  by  drop : 
A  fiftulous  opening  might  have  been  made  through 
fome  part  of  the  perinceum,  which  I  leave  to  be 
treated  as  laid  down  by  others  that  have  wrote  on 
the  fame  complaint.  As  I  would  wifh  to  advance 
nothing  but  facts,  I  am,  upon  that  principle,  at 
liberty  to  declare  that  be  the  obftruction  in  any 
part  of  the  Urethra,  fo  that  the  urine  is  only 
difcharged  in  the  fmalleft  proportion,  the  medicated- 
catgut  has  never  failed  overcoming  it,  and  that  almoft 
immediately.  Monf.  le  Dran  recommends  the  ufe 
of  the  catgut  bougie  in  the  beginning  of  a  cure,  and 
gives  it  the  preference  over  all  other  methods.  I 
cannot  think  how  his  practice,  in  thisinftance  came 
to  be  neglected  ;  unlefs  it  was  becaufe  its  fimpli- 
city  brought  it  into  difgrace,  it  not  being  inveloped 
with  any  thing  dark  or  myfterious :  Like  the  dog 
and  the  fhadow,  the  furgeons  plunged  themfelves 
into  doubts  in  fearch  after  Monf.  Daran's  fecretx 

of 


of  imaginary  value,  and  left  a  poffeflion  Monf.  le 
Dran  had  laid  down  for  them.  I  will  here  furnifh 
the  reader  with  an  anlwer  to  a  cafe  given  in  for  the 
opinion  of  Monf,  le  Dran.  "  A  man  of  fifty  years 
"  old,  having  flipped  in  company,  drank  a  little 
"  more  than  ordinary,  is  attacked  in  the  night 
"  with  a  fupprefllon  of  urine,  and  immediately  has 
"  refource  to  you :  Note,  that  he  had  a  clap  in  his 
"  vouth,  in  the  cure  of  which,  he  made  ufe  of 
"  drying  injections.  He  has  been  cured  a  long 
"  while  ;  neverthelefs,  he  has  perceived,  that  ever 
"  fince  that  time  the  ftream  of  urine  was  fomewhat 
"  imaller  than  before.  What  is  to  be  done  ?" 
Anfwer,  "  As  this  new  diftemper  is  probably 
"  occafioned  by  a  phlogofis,  or  inflammation  of 
"  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  patient  mould  im- 
"  mediately  have  the  catheter  introduced,  that  the 
"  bladder  may  not  lofe  its  power  of  contraction, 
"  by  the  filling  and  diftenfion  of  it.  Soon  after 
"  he  mould  be  bled  twice  or  thrice,  at  fome  diftant 
"  hours,  to  take  off  the  fwelling  at  the  neck  of 
"  the  bladder  :  But  according  to  the  account  of  the 
"  patient's  manner  of  making  water,  previous  to 
"  this  new  complaint,  it  is  poflible  that  the  catheter 
"  cannot  be  palled  far  into  the  Urethra,  as  pro- 
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"  bably  it  may  become  narrower  at  the  bulb,  or 
"  the  neck ;  or  poffibly  the  proftrate  being  fwellcd, 
"  and  perhaps  inflamed,  may  form  an  obftacle  to 
"  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  into  the  bladder. 
"  On  this  fuppofition^  the  firft  thing  to  be  done, 
"  while  endeavours  are  ufed  to  abate  the  inflam- 
"  mation,  muft  be,  if  poflible,  to  make  a  pafiage 
"  for  the  catheter,  by  enlarging  the  canal,  by  the 
"  ufe  of  bougies  capable  of  dilating  it.  For  this 
"  purpofe,  thofe  made  of  catgut  feem  to  be  mod 
"  proper,  becaufe,  though  very  fmall,  they  will 
"  not  foften  in  the  canal  by  the  heat  of  the  part,  as 
"  thofe  do  which  are  made  of  taffeta  or  linen.  They 
"  will  likewife  fwell  with  the  moifture,  which  the 
"  others  will  not  do,  and  by  this  meansj  encreafing 
"  their  thicknefs,  will  dilate  the  paffage  without 
"  violence  or  uneafinefs  to  thepatient ;  in  fuch  a  cafe 
"  as  this,  it  is  fometimes  a  long  while  before  the 
"  bougie  can  be  paired  as  far  as  the  neck  of  theblad- 
"  der  i  confequently  if  it  is  made  of  waxed  linen  or 
"  taffeta,  it  will  be  heated  and  foftenedfo  that  it  will 
*'  bend,  and  not  be  fliff  enough  to  open  the  paffage 
"  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  but  the  catgut  ones 
u  are  a  long  time  before  they  grow  foft."  Monf. 
le  Dran  has  favoured  us  with  four  cafes  more 

and 
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and  all  with  the  ftrongeft  recommendations  of  the 
above  means ;  neither  does  he  think  any  other 
fort  of  bougie  neceilary  even  to  the  confirmation  of 
a  cure.    But  as  I  would  not  be  feen  to  ftrip  the 
coat  of  all  its  lace,  I  mail  be  content  with  having 
lhewed  the  preference  and  utility  of  the  medicated 
catgut  bougie  in  firft  overcoming  the  obftruclion, 
and  fhall  now  proceed  with  a  method  for  eff.  cling 
a  cure.    Upon  withdrawing  a  medicated  catgut  of 
a  large  degree,  a  bougie  will  be  permitted  to  pafs 
with  the  greater!  eafe,  and  with  the  fuppofition 
that  the  caufe  of  obftruclion  be  a  caruncle  only, 
nothing  more  remains  than  to  prevent  that  ao-aiii 
from  protruding  in  the  Urethra  fo  as  to  bring  on  a 
return  of  the  dyfury.    To  do  this  I  would  recom- 
mend the  ufe  of  a  ftiff  bougie,  capable  of  refiftance, 
and  compounded  of  the  moll  fimple  materials ;  to 
which  I  would  add  a  requifite  quantity  of  Monf. 
Goulard's  extraclj  the  proportion  of  which  is 
about  half  an  ounce  in  a  dozen  bougies*    As  the 
expectation  of  a  cure  only  depends  upon  a  prefTure 
on  the  caruncle,  which  in  conjunction  with  a 
medicine  poffeiTed  of  the  deficcative  property  of  the 
Extraclum  Saturni,  will  fo  far  collapfe  the  veiTels 
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and  wither  the  fubftance  of  the  caruncle  as  to  be  it* 
effect  equal  to  its  extirpation  ;  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  Monf.  Goulard  himfelf  has  been 
miftaken  in  the  efFedt  of  his  extract,  as  he  attributes 
its  fuccefs  to  a  fnppurative  power  and  not  to  a 
ficcative  one  •,  which  of  thefe  two  properties,  prepa- 
rations of  lead,  in  all  their  various  forms,  efTentially 
enjoy,  I  believe  few  people  convcrfant  in  chymiftry 
will  hefitate  to  determine.  If  there  be  a  difcharge 
of  pus  from  ulcers,  whether  fiftulous  or  not,  in  the 
Urethra,  together  with  a  diminution  of  the  ftream 
of  urine,  there  will  be  generally  fcirrhofities  felt 
along  the  under  part  of  the  penis  and  perinceum. 
"When  thefe  tumors  are  ftiffered  to  remain  it  will 
be  in  vain  to  expect  a  radical  cure,  whether  the 
matter  iffuing  fiom  them  be  infectious  or  not,  they 
mult  be  difiblved  before  either  the  difcharge  of  pus 
willceafe,  or  the  obftruction  will  be  effectually  re- 
moved. "Whilft  by  means  of  the  medicated  catgut 
bougie, the  Urethra  is  kept  properly  dilated,  the  pa- 
tient mould  fit  over  a  fleam  of  hot  water  once  a  day, 
for  half  an  hour,  and  during  that  time  anoint  the 
perinceum  where  the  fcirrhous  tumors  are  to  be  felt, 

with  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  unguentum  cceruleum 

fortius, 
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fortius,  and  for  his  better  fecurity,  he  fhould  for 
fome  time  continue  in  the  ufe  of  fuch  mercurial 
alteratives,  and  in  fuch  proportion  as  will  neither 
bring  on  a  fpitting  or  purging;  and  I  believe  it 
will  be  invariably  found  that  thefe  obflructions  by 
the  above  means  will  be  reduced,  and  the  difcharge 
from  the  ulcers  ceafe  without  the  pain,  themifchief, 
or  confinement  from  the  fuppurative  bougie.  The 
catgut  alone  in  this  cafe  will  fuffice,  as  by  the 
reduction  of  the  fcirrhous  tumors  the  ulcer  becomes 
kindly,  and  the  caufe  of  difcharge  of  pus  and  the 
obftruction  ceafes.  When  a  diminution  of  the 
fteamof  urine  is  brought  on  by  a  callous  cicatrix, 
if  there  be  no  hardnefs  felt  externally  from  a 
tumour  accompanying  it,  nothing  more  is  requi- 
fite  than  the  above  treatment  for  the  cure  of  a 
caruncle,  as  the  whole  will  confift  in  oppofing  the 
inclination  to  contrad.  And  it  may  be  faid  of  the 
ligamentary  bands  that  crofs  the  Urethra,  and  that 
are  produced  from  ulcers  inofculating  with  each 
other,  that  the  bougie  compofed  of  the  extract  of 
lead,  will  be  the  very  bed  application  that  can  be 
fuggefted  for  wafting  and  fhrinking  that  fubftance, 
fo  as  to  remove  all  .inconvenience  from  it.  From 
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hence  I  prefume  to  conclude,  that  fuppuration 
brought  on  by  bougies  is  not  neceflfary  for  a  cure, 
or  can  it  be  made  good  by  any  theory  however 
fafhionable  it  has  been  to  fuppofe  fo.  It  is  a  work 
done  by  the  hand  of  feverity  when  put  into  practice, 
•where  a  more  rational  and  humane  method  will 
fucceed.  I  muft  not  omit  obferving  that,  I  think 
the  public  owe  a  good  deal  to  Monf.  Goulard  for 
his  excellent  preparation  of  the  extractum  faturni ; 
amongft  the  reft  of  its  qualities,  a  dilution  of  it 
with  water,  I  have  repeatedly  found  fuccefsful  in 
obftinate  gleets  that  had  triumphed  over  every 
other  endeavour. 

CASE  I. 

A  Gentleman  who  got  an  infectious  gonorrhoea 
three  years  ago,  and  had  immediately  made  appli- 
cation to  one  of  the  faculty,  never  from  that  time 
was  free  of  a  difcharge  of  a  little  quantity  of  pus 
from  the  penis,  which  would  be  fometimes  more 
and  fometimes  lefs  as  he  launched  out  into  irregu- 
larities, or  adhered  to  temperance.    He  perceived 

his 
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his  ftream  of  urine  confiderably  to  le/Ten,  to  come 
from  him  forked  and  irregular,  and  had  not  alto- 
gether a  voluntary  power  over  it.  At  laft,  whene- 
ver from  any  particular  occafion  he  made  too  free, 
a  total  fupprefiion  would  enfue.  In  one  of  thefe 
paroxiims  I  firft  faw  him,  for  which  I  was  obliged 
to  bleed  him  immoderately,  and  diredt  him  to  the 
warm  bath,  which  relieved  him,  but  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  his  urine  returned  with  every  excefs.  He 
became  alarmed  on  both  fides,  an  the  danger  of 
his  fituation,  if  he  Ihould  be  from  town,  where 
perhaps  he  could  not  conveniently  have  the  necef- 
fary  help  upon  fo  emergent  an  occafion,  and  on 
the  bad  effects  fuch  fevere  evacuations  made  ufe  of 
during  the  fupprefiion  would  bring  on  hi?,  conftitu- 
tion.  Thinking  his  cafe  then  too  ferious  to  be  neo-- 
lecled,  he  defired  I  would  purfue  every  method 
radically  to  relieve  him.  I  began  with  the  appli- 
cation of  the  bougies  in  common  ufe,  and  found 
by  the  introduction  of  one  of  them,  that  the  ob- 
ftruftion  was  within  half  an  inch  of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder.  I  made  feveral  efforts  at  diftant  periods 
to  pals  the  fmalleft,  thofe  of  a  middle  fize,  and  the 
largeft  over  the  obftruftion ;  I  availed  myfelf  of 

■  * 

the 


(    62  ) 

the  advantage  whilft  he  was  in  the  warm  bath,  and 
immediately  upon  his  coming  out  of  it,  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  I  then  left  the  bougies,  as  I  had  been  taugh:, 
to  work  their  own  way,  by  keeping  them  as  tight 
as  I  could  to  theobftru£tion.    This  was  continued 
for  near  three  months  without  the  lean:  progrefs. 
The  gentleman  was  too  much  engaged  in  bufinefs 
to  give  up  any  time  through  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
At  laft  he  began  to  ficken  at  the  means  I  had  hi- 
therto  taken,  and  wifhed  for  fome  other.    He  then 
returned  to  the  warm  bath,  for  fome  repeated  times, 
and  upon  the  very  firft  attempt  a  medicated  frnall 
catgut  paffed  into  the  bladder.    The  unguentum 
cceruleum  was  applied  externally  as  near  to  the 
feat  of  obftru&ion  as  could  be  judged  ;  he  vifited 
the  warm  bath  twice  or  three  times  a  week,  and 
continued  in  the  ufe  of  the  medicated  catgut,  gra- 
dually increafmg  the  fize,  about  two  months,  which 
was  all  that  was  done  to  perfect  the  cure.    It  is 
cicrht  months  ago,  he  continues  to  urine  in  a  full 
ftream,  and  is  as  free  from  any  urethral  complaint, 
as  if  he  had  not  known  any. 

CASE. 
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CASE  II. 

A  Gentleman,  who  eight  years  ago  received  an 
infectious  gonorrhoea  juft  upon  the  brink  of  his 
making  a  voyage,  fo  far  neglected  himfelf  as  ever 
fince  to  be  troubled  with  a  moft  obftinate  difcharge, 
and  that  in  large  quantities  as  from  a  recent  virulent 
affair,  and  fince  from  what  I  could  colled  from  his 
recapitulation,  he  has  been  twice  or  thrice  injured 
in  the  fame  manner.  From  the  firft  his  ftream  of 
urine  began  to  lefTtn,  and  he  has  gradually  found 
an  increafed  difficulty  in  the  expulfion  of  it.  As 
often  as  he  arrived  in  England  he  put  himfelf  under 
the  care  of  fome  furgeon,  and  at  firft  generally  iuc- 
ceeded  in  paffing  the  bougies,  but  from  a  natural 
inattention  he  never  profecuted  any  means  for  a  per- 
fect recovery.  For  the  laft  two  years  he  has  in  vain 
attempted  the  introduction  of  the  bougie,  it  was 
always  with  the  moft  unnatural  efforts  and  {train- 
ings I  ever  faw,  that  he  could  make  his  water. 
Upon  his  application  to  me.  I  remonftrated  on  the 
danger  of  his  fituation  that  fo  corpulent  a  man, 
who  fed  very  high,  would  with  all  the  exertions  of 
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flrill  run  a  great  rifk  of  his  life,  if  he  mould  be 
attacked  with  an  inflammation  fo  as  to  brine  on  a 
fuppreffion  of  his  urine,  and  more  fo  whilft  on  the 
water,  that  there  his  fate  would  be  inevitable.  He 
went  into  the  warm  bath  repeatedly,  and  the  un- 
guentum  cceruleum  was  applied  externally  along  the 
penis  and  perinceum,  he  was  bled  alfo.  The 
fmalleft  catgut  found  a  paffage  into  the  bladder  on 
the  firft  introduction  ;  there  proved  to  be  three 
obftruclions,  one  a  little  way  up  the  Urethra,  the 
others  at  the  diftance  of  about  an  inch  and  a  half 
from  each  other  farther  on.  Upon  his  withdraw- 
ing the  firft  he  made  his  water  with  more  happinefs 
than  he  had  for  two  years ;  a  larger  was  immediately 
introduced  and  the  fize  graduated.  Within  four 
days  the  ftream  was  natural,  and  he  could  himfelf 
pafs  a  bougie  of  any  fize.  His  hour  for  departure 
was  come.  He  was  fur nifhed  with  fuch  bougies  as 
1  before  defcribed  to  perfect  the  cure,  and  alfo  with 
the  medicated  catguts  in  cafe,  from  his  omiflion,  he 
fhould  he  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  them  again ; 
he  alfo  was  defired  to  continue  in  the  ufe  of  the 
unguentum,  to  fit  over  hot  water,  and  took  with 

him 


C    65  ) 

him  fome  mercurial  alteratives^  as  almoft  the 
whole  length  of  the  Urethra  was  thickened  and 
hardened. 

CASE  III. 

A  Waiter  at  a  Coffee- houfe  applied  to  me  for 
an  obftruction  in  the  Urethra,  that  had  grown  to  a 
dangerous  highth,  not  from  any  negligence  of 
himfelf,  but  becaufe  he  implicitly  relied  on  ah  apo- 
thecary in  his  neighbourhood,  who  had  given  him 
medicines  by  the  mouth  only  for  a  feries  of  time. 
I  found  him  in  a  piteous  ftate,  the  paflage  was  fo 
narrow  that  he  only  difcharged  his  urine  drop  by 
drop,  not  at  any  particular  time,  but  constantly  as 
he  walked  about.  He  found  his  constitution  very 
much  impaired  by  this  fuppreffion,  and  it  was  the 
harderupon  him,  inthathe  was  obliged  tofituplate 
at  night,  and  could  not  at  the  hazard  of  his  place 
lie  by  in  order  to  expedite  his  cure.  Thus  fituatcd 
he  applied  to  me,  I  palled  a  fmall  catgut,  after  en- 
deavouring in  vain  to  pafs  the  fmalleft  of  the  com- 
mon constructed  bougies,  and  per  fevered  in  theirufe 
untill  I  had  gained  a  defirablc  opening,  when  I 
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perfected  a  cure  in  the  courfe  of  three  months  by 
the  daily  ufe  of  bougies  moulded  into  the  fame 
form  of  thofe  in  general  but  compounded  of  ma- 
terials which  I  have  experienced  by  the  multi- 
tude of  opportunities  that  have  arifen  to  me  within 
thefe  three  years  to  be  the  fafeft  and  Deft  calculated, 
not  only  to  remove  the  obstructions,  but  to  prevent 
their  return. 


CASE  IV. 

A  remarkable  corpulent  man  applied  to  me  for 
an  obftruction  that  had  been  coming  on  for  many 
years,  and  as  he  had  felt  the  dreadful  effects  of  two 
fevere  fits  of  the  ifchury,  he  was  anxious  of  re- 
moving the  imminent  danger  that  every  day  threa- 
tened his  life ;  he  had  been  under  a  furgeon  in 
this  town,  famed  for  the  ufe  and  application  of  the 
common  bougies,  who  found  himfelf  foiled  for 
the  very  fame  reafon  I  have  given  in  the  foregoing 
pages,  there  not  being  a  poffibility  of  pafiing  a 
bougie  of  that  construction  through  an  orifice  fo 
fmall  and  deep  fituated  as  was  this  I  now  fpeak  of. 
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I  lowered  his  general  habit  by  the  warm  bath, 
bleeding,  &c.  and  made  a  fuccefsful  attempt  -3  but 
upon  withdrawing  the  firft  catgut  bougie  I  found 
myfelf  difappointed  in  the  fecond,  and  it  was  not 
until  three  days  after  I  could  fucceed  again,  owing 
I  conjectured,  to  the  irritation  of  the  parts ;  I  took 
care  to  pafs  the  third  immediately  after  withdraw- 
ing the  fecond,  and  it  muft  be  obferved  that  in  this 
period  of  the  cure,  there  ftiould  be  as  little  inter- 
mediate time  as  poffible  betwixt  the  withdrawing 
one  bougie  and  paffing  the  other.  By  this  perfe- 
verance  and  encreafing  their  fize,  I  fucceeded  to 
my  aftoniftiment,  and  it  was  but  a  few  days  before 
I  could  pafs  one  of  my  common  constructed  bou- 
gies, which  perfected  a  cure  in  the  courfe  of  three 
months.  From  obfervation  i  have  experienced 
that  there  is  fome  difficulty  in  pafling  through  the 
narrower!:  obftructions,  even  this  catgut  bougie  and 
it's  fuccefs,  depends  in  a  great  meafure  upon  prac- 
tice which  all  know  is  the  only  guide  for  facili- 
tating difficulties,  Monf.  le  Dran  had  convinced 
me  that  it  could  be  done,  therefore  it  remained  my 
duty  and  intereft  to  endeavour  to  do  it,  and  my 
fuccefs  has  ffiqwn  that  I  have  not  failed.    And  I 
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farther  obfervc  that  i  never  make  ufe  of  this  fpecfea 
of  bougie  where  my  others  will  do,  I  try  the 
fmalleft  of  the  other  fort  firft,  and  if  after  every 
endeavour  I  do  not  fu  :ceed,  it  is  then  that  I  have 
recourfe  to  the  catgut  fort. 

CASE  V. 

A  Gentleman  went  ten  years  ago  to  be  under  the 
care  of  Monf.  Daran,  to  Paris,  for  an  obstruction, 
and  after  remaining  there  fix  weeks  came  away  fo 
much  relieved  as  to  think  himfelf  perfectly  reco- 
vered. Within  thefe  laft  three  years  he  perceived 
a  gradual  diminution  of  his  ftream  of  urine,  and  at 
laft  it  became  fo  fmall  as  to  reduce  him  to  the 
neceffiry  of  applying  to  me-,  upon  trial  I  found 
I  could  not  pafs  my  common  bougie.  I  then  pre- 
pared him  in  the  warm  bath,  and  paffed  one  of  my 
catgut  bougies.  I  attended  him  very  diligently 
for  two  days,  when  I  had  gained  fo  confiderable 
an  opening  as  to  encourage  him  in  perfcvering  in 
their  ufe.  He  afterwards  paffed  them  himfelf,  and 
prefered  them  to  any  other  fort,  becaufe  he  could 
walk  and  lie  more  at  his  eafe  with  them.  He 
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continued  them  for  two  months,  and  half  a  year 
afterwards  renewed  their  ufe,  and  as  far  as  I 
know  is  perfectly  recovered.  I  muft  obferve  that 
when  an  obftruction  is  of  long  ftanding,  and  be- 
comes habitual  (as  there  is  a  greater  rigidity  in  the 
conftitution  ofaperfon  advanced  in  years,  the  parts 
being  lefs  moift  and  lefs  liable  to  undergo  any  al- 
teration) the  patient  mould  compound  with  the 
removal  of  the  dangerous  part  of  the  fymptoms, 
and  when  he  finds  a  paffage  hath  been  gained  fo  as 
to  admit  of  a  large  bougie,  he  lhould  conftantly 
be  watchful  that  there  be  no  return  of  the  com- 
plaint. To  obviate  this  with  the  leaft  trouble  to 
himfelf,  and  to  remove  all  anxiety,  he  may  pafs 
one  of  my  common  large  bougies  once  a  week  and 
let  it  remain  an  hour  or  two. 

CASE  VI. 

A  Gentleman  from  the  Eaft  Indies  applied  to 
me  after  having  ufed  other  bougies  for  an  obftruc- 
tion  he  had  very  nigh  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
accompanied  by  a  hardnefs  externally  to  be  felt 
along  the  perinceum,  he  told  me  that  he  had  been 
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in  conftant  ufe  of  bougies  for  two  years,  but  did 
not  find  that  the  pafiage  was  at  all  enlarged  not- 
withstanding, if  he  forbore  the  wearing  of  them  for 
any  time.  I  convinced  him  that  he  could  not 
expect  a  perfect  cure  whilft  the  fchirrhofity  on  the 
perinceum  remained.  He  fubmitted  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  vapour-bath  to  the  part,  which  to- 
gether with  -the  ufe  of  a  fmall  quantity  of  unguent, 
ccerul.  fort,  and  my  common  bougies,  the  fchirrhus 
was  diffolved,  and  the  obftruclion  removed  in  the 
courfe  of  fix  weeks. 

CASE  VII. 

A  Field  Officer  in  America  upon  his  embarka- 
tion applied  to  me  on  account  of  an  obftruftion 
through  which  he  could  not  pafs  a  common  bougie, 
notwithftanding  he  had  been  attended  by  an  emi- 
nent furgeon  in  this  metropolis,  he  introduced  my 
catgut  bougies  himfelf,  and  continued  in  the  ufe 
of  them  after  his  arrival  at  America,  and  when  he 
had  exhausted  his  firft  ftock,  he  wrote  home  for 
more,  declaring  that  the  fuccefs  of  thofe  had  ex- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  his  expectation,  and  that  he  did  not  doubt 
but  that  he  mould  be  erflj6tually  cured  when  time 
ferved  him  for  the  conftant  application  of  others. 

CASE  VIII. 

A  Gentleman  of  one  of  the  univerfities  applied 
to  me  for  an  obftruction  brought  on  very  rapidly 
after  a  firft  gonorrhoea ;  this  was  a  very  uncom- 
mon circumftance  in  a  fubjeel  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  led  me  to  enquire  into  the  manner  of  his 
having  been  treated.  I  found  that  he  had  been 
very  liberally  purged,  and  that  the  running  had 
continued  on  him  for  upwards  of  fix  months  5  it 
was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  I  could  pafs  the 
fmalleft  of  my  common  bougies ;  but  I  at  length 
fucceeded,  and  by  a  continual  repetition  of  them 
for  two  months,  the  difcharge  ceafed,  and  the  ob- 
ftruction  was  removed. 

CASE  IX. 

A  Servant  of  a  nobleman  applied  to  me  for  a 
complaint  in  the  Urethra  that  he  had  laboured 
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under  for  fix  years,  and  had,  on  account  of  the  fe« 
crecy  that  he  made  of  his  cafe,  undergone  many 
difficulties  and  much  pain,  efpccially  when  he  ir- 
ritated the  parts  by  riding  poft,  not  only  in  his  at- 
tendance of  his  mafter  through  the  continent,  but 
in  his  journeys  from  town  to  country.  He  through 
diffidence  would  not  apply  to  his  matter's  furgeon, 
but  put  himfelf  under  the  care  of  a  foreign  quack, 
•who  had  loaded  him  with  violent  forcing  medicines, 
and  had  as  much  endangered  his  conftitution  as  he 
had  drained  his  pocket.  From  a  robuft  ftout  fel- 
low, he  was  reduced  to  a  hypochondriac  {talking 
object ;  his  complaint  yielded  to  my  common  bou- 
gies, and  in  the  courfe  of  three  months,  he  could 
pafs  the  largeftof  them. 

FINIS. 


ERRATA. 

Page  12,  line  21,  for  affett  read  effeft. 

15,  line  1,  for  canuncles  read  caruncles. 

40,  line  7,  betwixt  it  and  different  add  fo. 

— ,  line  15,  for  member  read  membrane. 

48,  line  2,  for  verficulee  read  veficulac. 

49,  line  4,  for  argements  read  arguments. 

58,  laft  line,  read  casruleum  with  an  odipthong. 


